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Pratſe yee the Lord, WERh x3 
FOR. 4 
THE VNBY RTHENING 
of 4 laaden Conſcience : 


By his grace in Tefus Chriſt 


vouchſafed unto the wort ſinner 
of all the whole world, 


& Come, and heare all yee that feare God, 
and I will tell you what hee hath done for 
7y ſoule. | 

O magnifie his Name with mee , and let vs 
exalt his Name together. 


Printed by Cantzzit Loon, 
- Printer to the Vniverſitie of 
Cambridge. 1618. 


And are tobeſold by MarTi x vv La vv in Payls 
Church-yard ar the figne of the Foxe. 
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THE DEDICATION, 


5 To the right high and 


mightie Prince, and moſt valiant 


Conquerour, bh SvsCHRIST, 
God and man cracified: 


My moſt gracious good Lord, 
Sauiour, and Maſter, 


ror, art gone vp on bich, thou hef lead 
captinitie captine, thou haft receined gifts 
for men ; yea for the rebellions alſo, thas the 
oy God might awell among thews, 
Iwillpraiſe thee,O Lord my God, with all my 
heart, and will glorific thy name for enermore, 
For great u thy mercy towards me, and thew 
haſt delinered my ſoule from the loweſt hell. 
Let the ſpeaking of my month , the wy 
of mine hand, aud the thinking of wine __ 


pleaſing in thy fight, O Lord my ſtrength , and 
my Redeomer a 
eAmen, Amnn, 


A 3 To 


Co oe Ie es 


+» To thoſe learned men 
which in Cambridge have autboritie 
to inage f bookgs before they be 


there imprinted. 


—_—_ ——————. 


Emerend Maſters, my dutie premiſed, [ 
bumbly pray you to gine way vno the gle. 
rifying of the grace of God in Ieſus Chriſt , as 


I III 


Jou will anſwer unto his glorious maieſtie, when 


he ſhall call you to gine account of that your of- 


fice, Thus , beſeeching God to bleſſe you, and 


that noble Nwrcery of Chriſtianity, with all a» 
boundance of knowledge, and holineſſe, I reſt 


' Mt your corre [i50, tn 
the Lord Teſua, 


RiCHaRDd KILBY,. 


THE 
UNBURTHE- 


ning of a loaden 


Conſcience, 


Hoſeeuer you arethat ſhall 
purpoſe to read or heare a= 
ny part of this booke, I be- 
ſeech you that of yourcha» 
ritie, you will grant ynto metheſe two res 
queſts : EIS, 
Firſt, to beleeue that Tinmaking , and 
putting foorth this booke, intended the 
glorie of my Sauiour, the good of Chris 
ſened people, and the hurt of no crea». 
cure, * 
Secondly, to ſhew ſuch fauour, compaſ- 
hon, and patience, towards mee, 4s you. 
your ſelfe rowards your ſelfe cxpe& from 
the Lord Ieſus. ANF 1 


Nowl beginne. . 
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The vnburthening of 
T: pleaſed the good Lord God to yn- 


burthen my conſcience by repentance, 
and belcefe in Teſus Chriſt z whereunts 
with veric much adoe I was brought 
by the knowledge of Gods word , and the 
conſideration of mine owne veric iniſera- 
ble, and moſt dangerous (tate, 

Among thoſe parts of the holy Bible, 
which Gaed made me in ſome mealureto . 
ynderftand, Thad ſpeciall vſe of his renne 
Commandements, and therewith alſo of 
the firſt verſe of the 20. chap.of Exodus, as 
here it followeth, Pag 

And, &c, This firſt word hath reſpe& 
vnto ſome things mentioned in the chapter 
next before, ſpecially the Lords comming 
downe from heauen.ynto the top of mount 
Sima in fire, and the comming of the Iſrac- 
lites out of their campe, bceeing brought 
forth ow Moſes, to meet with God, Tous 
ehing the comming forth of the people, I 
find that they were fiſt prepared by clean- 
fing theraſelucs,22d waſhing their clothes; 
ſecondly, limired, that they ſhould nor 
come too neere ynto the hill : thirdly, pre- 
ſented and ſer beforc the face of God by 
CMoſes, 

Aereby T learne , that whenſocuer I am 

to 


« loader conſcience. 3 
to reade or heare Gods word,to pray, or to 
fing vato him, I muſt firſt prepare my ſelfe, 
by putting away all euill thoughts, and 
naughty affetions; ſecondly,I muſt be ye- 
ry humble,auoiding all-preſumption;third- 
ly, I muſt preſent my ſelfe before the maie- 
Ric of God, in the name of Ieſus Chriſt, e- 
uenas if hee tooke mee by the hand, and 
brought me into the preſence of his Father, 
The ay nan, of theſe rhree neceflarie 
points, I know by mine owne experience, 
is verie dangerous : for the doing of. holy 
ſeruices with an vynreuerent heart, is area- | 
die way to make apartie moſt yncapable of 
Gods grace; becauſethe cuſtome of abu- 
fing the meanes of ſaluation, doth not one= 

ly prouoke the Lord vnto great indignati- 

an, buralſo hardeneth the heart, and brin- 
geth ittothar paſſe, that without ſome ex- 
traordinarie meanes,'it cannot be cfteftue 
ally wrought vpon. ENT I{ STIR 
And God, &c.\ God is the firſt begin- 

ning, as of all good, ſo ſpecially of religi- 
on:therefore he that will be religious, mult 
firſt and foremoſt, Readfaſily belecue that 
there is a God, Heb.11.6.. $ 

- And God ſpake, &c.]The ſecond ground, 
er beginning of religion, is the word, and 

A ” 54 ſpeech 


a Lat ap-iue hy 
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ſpeech of God, which holy men by his di- 
retion, and appointment, did write in the 
books of the olde and new Teſtament, 

It is a ſpeciall fauour of God to make his 
word knowne vnto' any man, woman, or 
child; becauſe thepropertic of it is to make 
vs wiſe, and holy, fit for cucrlaſting blifſe 
in heaven, '2,Tim. 3.15.16. 

Whereas our Szuieur Chriſt made his 
Apofiles Miniſters of his word, and gaue 
them commiſſion to erdaine others, and 
thole alſo to ordaine others from time to 
time, yntill the. worlds ende, is a-queſtion 
how the Miniſters of the now publikely al- 
lowed Church of England, can prooue 
their calling from Chriſt by the Apoſiles, 
&e, ſecing that the now church of Rome, 
is between them and the Apoſiles time? I 
will breifly declare my ſetled beleefe in this 
point by way of compariſon. 

A certaine noble man did by bis will ap- 
point, that a great part of his goods ſhould 
be employed to ſuch,and ſuch good vies,ſo: 
and ſo, vntillthe worlds end: for the per- 


formance of this,he did chuſe certaine feot-" 
fers of truſt, giuing order that they ſhould: 


chooſe others, andthoſe others from ageto 
age. The, firſt feoffers bad in their time,” 


very 
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a loaden conſttence, s | 
yery much adoe to keepe the noble mans 
will from beeing wronged, Many hundred | 
yeares after that, it came to paſſe that ſome 
beeing orderly choſen feoffers, werefully 
perſwaded that in many things the wil was 
wronged, Hereupon, they claimed refor- 
mation, bur others reſiſted them, yea, and 
purſued them to the death, killing diuerſe 
of them, Thoſe which eſcaped the hands of 
their aduerſaries,continued their claime of 
reformation, and.made choiſe of others to 
ſucceede them in their office, 

Theſe be the miniſters of the Church of 
England.If an honeſt man were asked what 
is in this caſe to be done? he would ſay,the” 
written will is to be tood vpon, and to be 
made knowne, 

The Bible is that wil;whichthe Romane 
feoffers have n@ mind to make known, vor 
can endure the publiſhing thereof in vul--. 
car languages, that all people might heare 
icreadin their Churches: alleadging this 
reaſon, thatas they-iudge, if common peo-" 
ple had Gods word in their owne tengue, 
"they would racher take hurt, then good by 

it, To my hilly — this isa very 
ftrangereaſon: Ofall other books is Gods 


booke ſo dangerous? Then why did the 
Lord 


| 
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The vwnburthiming of 
Lord giuc bis word,the old Teftament, yn- 
to his beloued natien the Iſraclites,in their 
owne toygue? yea,and lay ſuch charge vp- 
onthem to read it, andto heareit? What 
was the reaſon that when a woman ſaid 
| Lukn1,24.vnto Chriſt, Bleſſed is the wombe that bare 
thee, andthe pappes which thon haſt ſucked: 1 
ſay, what was the reaſon that our Lord 
23, made her this anſwer ; Tearather bleſſed ave 
they that heare the word of God and keepe it? 
I-ſay againe, why did he ſay ſo, if it be bet- 
ter for people not to heare, then to heare 
Gods word? 
- By the way, bee it remembred, that the 
 Sonne of God faith, Ir is a bleſſednes ts heare 
Gods word, and the Pope who taketh ypon 
bim to be the depurie of the ſonne of God, 
he ſaith, it is not a bleſſednes,he forbiddeth 
it. If any vaderſtanding conſcionable Ro- 
mane catholike, were betweene God, and 
his owne ſoule, to tell what he thinketh to 
| bethemaine cauſe, why the Pope doth not 
allow Gods word to be commonly bought 
and ſold in Iralie,Spaine,&c. and ſo to bee 
read in churches:my conſcience giueth me, 
that he would ſay thus; Ic is very likely, 
that thereby many would bee drawne from 
his obedience,and many things which are 
now 
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nowe in great requeſt among the peoples 
ſhould then bee deſpiſed. As ſurely as the 
Lord God liverh, I take this ro be the main 
cauſe, A great number of things in that re- 
ligion could by no means ſtand,if the book 
of God were commonly to bee had in the 
peoples owne language: Therefore they 
3re not ſuffered co heare God ſpeake, 

I appeale to the conſcience of every man, 
whether ir be likly that thoſe things which 
arc of God,ſhall bee put our of requeſt by 
the wordof God? Ir is nor likely, it is 
quite contrary. | 

' I doemoſt humblie intreat all Engliſh 
men and women, 1 entreat them inthe fight” 
of our Lord ieſus Chriſt,that they will for- 
beare to belecue the Romane religion, vt- 
till it have Gods word, and church-ſeruice 
read,and ſaid in peoples owne languages, 
When you come to publike ſeruice, call ic 
waſſe, or what you will, are you not of the 
company that there ought to ioine in prat- 
er vnto.God? why then is not your prayer 
in your owne tongue? why is itin Latine? 
Let any man anſwer, as I aske the queſtion 
in the feare of God: what reaſon is there 
that people ſhould pray, or ivive with any, 


Praying ina language which they ynder- 
ftand 


N I eee ſou 
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$ The onbarthening of 
Aland not? Is it notmuch to be feared, that 


Satan the Prince of darkenes hath a ſtrong 
hand inthis, to keep poore people in blind. 


-nefle, and ignorance? 


I baue vpon my conſcience, and in cha- 


Tity, without any thought of perſonal re. 


proch ynto any one,made bold jto ſay thus 
much, If any in zeale of that religion have 
a minde to ſay ſo much, yea tenne tires ſo 
mv-h to mee, let him ſpeake in the feare of 
Go?, andin chatitie , and ſpare not, Or if 
heliftto flie vpon me with words of chol- 
ler,I will ioyne with him,to ſay much more 
againſt myſelfe then he can ; and yet leaue 
him ro-judge kimſelfe without me. 
 WhenTam mindedto reade any part of 
Gods booke, I muſt kneele downe before 
the face of God,and pray thus; 
. O moſt gracious and merciful Lord God, 
thou haſt of thy great goodnefſe youchſa- 
fed togiue vnto me thine holy Bible,which 
1s able tomake me wiſe vnto ſaluation:I do 
humbly thanke thee for it, and heartily 1 
deſeech thy bleſſed Maieſtic to give me the 
grace that 1 may feruently readeit, rightly 
vnderftand it,and diligenty marke it, tho- 
rough Teſus Chriſt thine 6nely Sonne, wy 
Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


Beſides 


«leader \conſeience© E | 


' Beſides the meanes and belpes to vnder- 
and the Scriptures, as the proportion of 
Religion contained in the creed, and came 
mandements, the circumſtances of each. ſe 
ueral place,and the comparing of one place 
with other places, reading ofexpofitions, 
and hearing other. mens iudgerents; our 
Sauiour giuerh a very notable direQion for 
che attainement of ſpeciall aide from the 
ſpirit of God, and itis a ready way for a 
mantocometo the knowledge ofche truth 
rouching any neceſlarie point in contros 
uerſfie, Andthisir is, Tothe Iewes doub- 
ting whether Chriſts doAtrin were of God, 
yea or no: hee ſaid , If any man will doe the © 
will of God, be ſhall knowe of the doftrine whe 
ther it bee of God, or whether I ſpeake of my 
felfe, loh.7. 17. The conſcionable: practiſe 
of thoſe duties which are very plainely ſec 
.downe in Gods word will,in, and through 
leſus Chriſt, be 8'meanes to procure vnros 
vs a gracious, and comfortable inlightning 
of our minds, to vnderſtand che minde,and 
meaning of Ged in his word daily more & 
more : for che ſecret of the Lord with thene 
that feare him, and he will ſhew them bug cone- 
nant, Plal, 25.14. Ifjlcometo a place of 
Scripture hard to bee ynderftood, Twill 
| marke 
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70 The vnburthening of 
marke it, and ſo ſtay wy ſelfe, in hope « 
grace from God at his good pleaſure. 

Reading any part of Scripture very lea. 
ſurely, and heedfully', I muſt endeavour to 
take ſpeciall knowledge of ſome principall 
notablepoints, and Ke commend them 
vnto the bleſſing of God,thus, 

O moft wightie, and mercifull Lord 
GCod,1 do moſt humbly,and hearcily thanke 
thee,forthat thou haſt made me in reading 
ehis part ofthy Bible, co voderfiand, and 
mark this & this,;&c.I beſeech thee,that if I 
haue miſtake any thing , I may haue-grace 
to ſeemineerror, andtoleaue it : Ibelcech 
thee that thoſe things which I have rightly 
vnderſtood, I may well remember, and as 
neede ſhall require, proficably vſe, ro thy 
= pleaſure, and glory in benefiting my 
elfe and others, through Teſus Chriſt chy 
onely Sonne, my Lord and Sauiour;z To 
whome with thee O Father, and with the 
holy Ghoſt, three perſons, and one onely 
good Lord God be all praiſe, honour, and 
glorie, for eucrmore. Amen. 

Thus much of Gods word. 

And God ſpake all theſe words,ſaying,] Hee 
that made one commauntdement, made 31l 
thereſt; therefore 1 muſt not preſume to 

breake 


| © 4 loaden conſcience, $1 
breake any one of them, bur , if 1 will not 
| bee confounded) T muſt vprightly intend, 
and carefully endeauour to bee obedient 
ynto all che commandements of God, Pſal. 
119.6. 
Exo0, 20. 2. 1am the Lord, &c. | This 
word Lord,in the Iewes language is called 
l[chonah , and fignifiech ſuch a oneas is of 
himſelte,and giueth beeing vnro all chings 
elſe, ſpecially ynto his own promiſes, which 
hee moſt faithfully, and powerfully perfor- 
meth in duetime. | 
| This wonderfull Lord is thoroughly 
| knowne of none but himſelfe; yer vnder 
his gracious correQion,I do thus conceiue 
of him: The Lord Iehouah is a ſpirit,fogle, 
durable, ynmeaſucable,mighric,wiſe,boly, 
| bleſſed,and glorious. 208 
God is aſpirit , Joh. 4. 24. eA ſpirit hath 
rot fleſh and bones , Luk.24. 39. Then how 
is man ſaideto hee like vaco God? In the 
nature, and properties of the ſoule, Why 
doth the Bible ſometimes ſpeake of God, 
as if hehadeics, earcs,hands? &c, Ir ſpea- 
keth according to our capacitie , becauſe 
God would haue vs to be plainely and ful- 
ly perſwaded, that he hath fight, hearing, 


knowledge,power,&c. 


God 
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Godis a fingle ſpirit, farre excelling the 
finglenes of any Angel: foran Angel, as al. 
ſo the ſoule of man or woman, hath three 
wants of perfect finglenefſe, Firſt, in eue- 
ry angel there is a beeing , for it is a.cerrain 
ſeuerall thing. There is alſo.in the ſame an- 
gel a poſſibilitieco bee changed into ſome 
other thing, yea into nothing: becauſe the 
angel is vnder God, and God can dee vh- 
to it whatſoeuer hee will. But there 3s no 
poſſibilitie of change in God ; becauſc hee 
is vndernone, 

Secondly, every angel is that which it is 
in ſeuerall , and chereby he differeth and is 
knowne from all other angels: And yet the 
ſame kinde of nature whereby hee is that 
whichhe is, is alſo in other angels, Bur the 
nature of God , whereby hee is that which 
he is, is wholly, and onely in himſclfe , and 
therefore it is altogether one, and the ſame 
with that which he is, 

Thirdly, in an Angell vnto his ſpirituall 


nature, diuerſe things are added and ioy- 


ned, which may alſo be taken or pur away, 
as wiledome , holyneſſe; power, &c, But 
allperfeQions arein God, as in the foun- 
taine, and though they ſeeme diverſe ynto 
vs, yea,.ſome appeare to be quite contrary 
one 


a loaden conſcience. 
ene tothe other, as moſt ſeuere iuſtice, and 
moſt pitifull mercie, yer all cheſe things in 
God are bur only one thing, and that is his 
moſt fingle pature, efſence, and becing. 
The truth of this, we may in ſome ſort 
perceiue by the ſhining ſun:for it appeareth 
vnto our eics ,.to bee a very fingle, pure 
thingzall chat we can ſee in it, is nothing els 
bur light, moſt exceeding pure, cleare, and 
peircing light:yert many ſundry vertues are 
in this light: Ic ſhineth, it heareth, it quick» 


neth man, beaſt, foule, fiſh, fruiczyea ir ſee-. 


meth ro worke contraries, as ſoftning wax, 
hardening clay, 'Theſe, and many other 


things, worksth the ſingle light of the ſhi. 


ning ſunne, Much more excellent is the 
God that made the Sunne.In his moſt ſingle 
nature is all yertue, abilitic, and efficacie; 
His name be bleſſed, Amen, 

God is a durable ſpirit; not onely with- 
out ending;for ſo hath he made Angels,and 
ſoules, yea and ſo he will makethe bodies 
of men, women, and children,to be after the 
reſurreQis; but alſo the Lord God is with= 
out beginning, Therefere David faich vnto 

bim; Pſalm. 19.2, From exerlaſting to exerla» 
ſting thou art God. f 


God is ynmeaſurable, rhat is, of ſuch an 
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exceeding infinitenes that he filleth, yea, & 
ſurpaſſeth the whole compaſle of heauen 
and earth, Icr,23.24, 2.King.8,27. Yet not 
ſo, that one part of himis one where, and 
an other els where; but God is wholly in 
allthe wholeworld , and wholly in eucry 
part and place of the world, 
-. Then why is it ſaid, that God is iv hea. 
vem And why are we willed tolift vp our 
hearts rowards heauen, when we pray vnto 
him? Becauſe his plcaſure is to manifeſt 
himſelfe in glory cheifely in heauen , and 
from heauen, Why doth che Bible ſay, that 
God is with good folke, and not with bad? 
Becauſe he doth graciouſly acquaint him- 
ſelfe with thoſe that ſerue him ; buthe will 
not be knowne that he is in the company of 
naughty people,becauſe he haterh their be» 
hauiour, Yet he is where they are, & heed» 
fully marketh all that they thinke, ſay, or 
doe; purpoſing to call them to an account, 
andto giue iudgement vpon them, accot- 
dingto the practiſe of their lives, 
God is mightie,moſt mighty, almighrie. 
He is well able to doc avy worke of power, 
either by himſelfe without meanes, as hee 
made the world;or by means,as he drFwnd 
the world with water, Sometime his plea 
| ſure 
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ſureis to worke by meanes, but aboue the 
nature, & power of the meanes:as when he 


clenſed a man fr6 the leprofiz by the water ztingad 


ofthe river Iordan. Sometime he ſtoppeth 
the power of the meaner, as whenthree of 
his ſeruants were by a tyrant caſt into a 
moſt hot burning fierie furnace; for hee 
rooke ſuch order, that the extreame bur- 
ning heathad no power vponthem,though 
it miſchciued thoſe which put them inrs 
the furnace, Dan. 3 | 
God can work in what meaſure of pow- 
er he will. The leaſt meaſure of his power, 
15 tronger then all rhe power of man: 1, 
Cor, 1, 25. Hee is able to make the leaſt 
bit of bread, to giue ſo much nouriſhmene 
as 2 whole loafe. Irpleaſeth him ſometime 
ro work more by one man then by another; 
yea more by ſome one then by many other: 
7. Cor. 15,10, The power of Godis end- 
leſfſe, limited onely by his owne will: for 
whatſoever his pleaſure is to doe, that he 
doth, Pfal. 135. 6, This the poore leperous. 
man beleeued, when hee ſaid vnto the 
ſonne of God, Matth.$.,2. Lord, if thou wilf 
thon make me cleane:whereunto he gra- 
cioullY anſwered,ſfaying,7will,be thou clean: 
and preſently the Lord touching bim with 
| B 2 his 
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his hand the foule diſeaſe was cleane gone, 
God is wiſe : he onely is wiſe, Rom:16, 
27.The wiſedome of Angels and men is his 


ofr. Iris hee that giveth wiſedome to the 
wiſe,and knowledge vnto them that knoy 
ynderftanding,Dan.2.21, There is no num. 
ber of his vnderfianding, it is endles, Pial, 
147.5. From the beginning of the world 
he foreknew all things which ſhould come 
ro paſſe, euen vatill the ende, &c, AQ, 15, 
18. He knew what was the very beſt way 
to be takein making, continuing, altering, 
doing, or ſuffcring any thing, Plal.1r04-24, 
Though he may doe what he will, becauſe 
heis the moſthigh Soueraigne Lord of all 
things, yethe doth nothing , hee ſuffereth 
nething, without molt excellent good rea- 
ſon : andyct I mult not thereypon preſume 
to finne; for as hee hathreaſon to ſuffer: 
man to finne, ſo hee hath reaſon moouing 
him topuniſh the partie that finnerh ; yea, 
fuch reaſon, that S. Peter ſaith,che righteom 
be ſcarcely ſaned, 1,Pet. 4.18, God will beat 
ftinne out of them before they die, 


God is holy,moft holy, aytaegis 


pure, cleanc, and free from any Raithgeo! £* 
- Will: He eannet be tempted with enill, «13: 
Thea how came it to paſſe that ſo many 3n- 


F 


gels 


| 
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gels finned, __ to bedeuils? Alſo 
how came mi fo be a finner?God made the 
Angels, andthe firft man, and woman,very 
holy, and well able to have kept theraſeJues 
ſo, if they would, Yea,but why did heſuf- 
fer them to ſinne, {ceing that finne is moſt 
contrarie vnto his holy nature > Becauſe he 
thereupon took occalis to ſhew his dread- 
fulliuſtice in puniſhing ſome, and the moſt 
wonderfull ioyning of mercy and juſtice in 
ſauing others. 

The juſtice of God requireth that euery 
Ange), man, woman, and child be rriedand 
iudged by that which is in them, whether 
it be righceouſnefle or finne; the righteous Rome, 
to be ſaued, and the finner damned. So hee 
condemned all the finning, Angels; andſo 
- he will condemne a great many of Adains 
children. He might haue caſt them ataway, 
becauſe they are a guiltie corrupted broed, 
not only chiJdren of a traytor, butalſo trai- 
teroufly inclined, x 

Theioyning of Gods mercy and iuftice 
toocther, is thus; Firſt,it pleaſed bim tobe 
mercifull vnto ſuch, and ſuch, Exod.33.19. 
Segondly,he appointed,that cheyvnto who, 
hepurpoſed to ſhew mercy, ſhould bedoyw-. 


nicd by the boly Ghoſt ynto his oftely Somg- 
| B 3 who 
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"who for that purpoſe wag at ſuch a time to 
take ynto him a body, and a ſoule, and» 
being both God and man,after a moſt holy 
and guiltlefle life, ro ſuffer a cruell death, 
to purchaſe for them the forgiueneſfle of 
" finnes, and cleanſement from their wicked 
inclination,Tir.2.14. 

God is bleſſed, fully bleſſed, exceedingly 
blefſed. He that is fully bleſſed, harh free- 
dom from all manner of things which may 
give him any dilcontent : and not onely fo, 
bur alſo wanteth nothing taat may content 
or delight him, Such is the blefſednefle of 
Gods choſen ſervants , not in this world, 
bur in heaven: for the Bible ſaith, they are 
blefſed which dic in the faith, and fauour of 
the Lord, that ſo they may reſt from their 
labours,and cheir works follow them,Reu.' 
14.13. Their reſting trom labours, is their 


freedome from all cauſes of diſcontent; 


Their works following them, is the crown 
of eucrlaſting contentment, giuen vato 
them in regard of their workes, and farre 
ſurpafling all pofſible merit in them. This 
 dleſſednes God giuerh vnte his Saints, The 
bleflednes which he hath in himſelfe diffe- 
geth fromthis, nor onely as the cauſe from 
.the effe&t; but alſo in two other ſpecial 


points, 


# logden conſcience. T9 


points, Firſt, God hath his blifle of him- 
ſelfe, and therefore it is ſaid of him, that he 
onely hath immortalitie, thats, abſolute, 
and neceſſaric freedome from death, r.Tim. 
6.16, Allo of him ir is ſaid, that he hath the 
well of life, Pſal.36;9. that is to fay , hee is 
the very fir cauſe of life, andof all perfe- 
Qion, Secondly, the blefſednes of God is 
beyond all meaſure, moſt exceedingly ex- 
ceeding: for as his vnderfianding is inflair, 
thats, endleſſe,ſo are all his perfeions. ! 
If God be meft exceedingly blefled, why 
doe we oftentimes ſay, Bleſſed be God, as 
though wee wiſhed bleflednefle vnto him? 
We doe praiſe and magnific his bleſſednes | 
_ in minde, andin word , by acknowledging 
and publifhing the ſame; yea and the party 
that heartily loueth God, 1s ſo full of geod 
will towards him, that he cannot but wiſh, 
that if it were poſſible, God might bee a 
thouſand thouſand times more happie and 
bleſſed then he is, And ſuch is the moſt ho- 
nourable, and gracious kindnes of God, 
that he taketh this wiſh in verie good part: 
So the greatmen of chis world accept the 
good will of their poore friends. | 
-  Godis glorious. Glorie is properly the 
goodly ſbewe, ſeeming , {1ghr, or appez- 
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rance of any thing. Italſo many times figs 
nifieth the famous report of ſome notable 
goodnefle: In both theſe meanings, glorie 
is atitle moſt proper ynto God, Touching 
goodly ſhew, the glorie of God appeareth 
two wayes, in himſelfe, and in his workes, 
In God himſelfe there is ſuch a ſhining-ex- 
cellent maicſtie,that the very angels are not 
able toendure the full appearance thereof; 
as we may percciue by the viſion of the 
Prophet Eſay , who did ſcecertaine verie 
glorious angels before the face of God co. 
uering their faces, Eſa.6,2, 

In all,and cuery of Gods workes, appea- 
reth a ſhew of ſome ene or more of his ex- 
cellent properties, as of wiſedome, power, 
iuſtice, mercy, &c. Eſa,6,3. The whole earth 
& full of his glorie, Therefore S, Paul ſaith, 
the yery heathen people knewe God by his 
works, becauſe his eternall power , and di- 
vine properties do in his works by the crea- 
tion of the world, evidently appeare, Rom. 
I.VEr.20. 

Hee whoſe port is truely glorious, is 
worthy of a glorious report; and that prin- 
cipally is our Lord God, of whoſe moſt 
ftately port, and royall behauiour theres 2 
notable report, Pal, 104.1.Bleſſe thee Lord, 


O my 


0 
[4 
f 
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O my ſoule: O Lord my God, thou art verie' 
great thou art cloathed with bonour,and maie- 


ſtie, c. 

God appearing in his works ſogloriouſ- 
ly, our dutie is to take knowledge of his 
glorie, and to do what we can to make the 
{ame knowne vnto others, One great cauſe 
of yndeuotion, and coldnes in religion, is 
the not confidering of Gods works , ſpeci- 
ally that moſt admirable worke of redemp- 
tion,manifeſtedin che Goſpel:Pſal.r107.43. 
Whoſocener us wiſe, and will marks theſe things, 


een they ſhall underſtand the lowing kinanes of 


the Lord. 2.Cor,z 18.But we allwith open face 


beholding as ina plaſſe the glorie of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſame likenes from glory to 
glorie,euen as by the ſpirit of the Lord,z.Cor, 
4.6, For God who commanded the light to ſhine 
ont of darkenes , hath ſhined in our hearts, to 
grue the light of the knowledge of the glorie of 
God in the face of Ieſus (brift. 

How ſhall wee make the glorie of God 
knowne vnto others ? Two waies: Firſt, by 
the holynefle of our life. that ſo others 
may ſee the glorious working of Gods 
oracein vs, Match.5.16, Secondly, by the 
due praiſing of God,that others may hneare 


the report of his glorious acts and doings? 
Pal, 


$4 
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Plaſ.145-12. To make knowne vnto the ſonnes 
of men his mightie atts , and the glorious maire 
ſtie of his kingdome. | x 

Itis a queſtion , whether ſuch profeſſed 
Cbriftians,and ſpecially Church-miniſters, 
as haue by open prophanenes,or any vnho- 
ly behavionr,blemiſhed the glory of God, 
be not bound to make open cofeſſion, that 
ſ{o,whatin them is,they may ſalue , and re- 


.- medic the wide wounds which they haue 


given vnto the dofrine, and religion of 
God and Chriſt? My iudgement in this 
point, ſhall (I truſt in Ged) appeare by my 
praCtiſe,both in this booke, and alſo in the 
xefidue of my life, In the meane time this 1 
profeſſe, my poore ſoule doth vehemently 
delire togiueglorievnto God, in the re- 
uengefull abaling of my ſelfe , for the grei- 
uous diſpleaſure, & great diſhonour which 
Ihave al! my lifelong cauſed, and done vn- 
to his moſt holy maicſtie, | 


Thus much of the name [ebowah , the 
Lord. 


Thy Ged,&c.) Thelanguage whercin 
God ſpake theſe words, readeth thus , thy 
Goa-, as ſpeaking of more then one, This, 
whatſoever the poore Iewes {ay to the con- 
trary,fhewerth , thatin God there are more 

pct- 
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perſons then one: which perſons how'ma- 
ny, and who they are, the good Lord Ie- 
ſus becing one of them, dorh plainly ſhew, 
in ſaying vnto his diſciples, Matth. 28, 19. 
-- teach all nations baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, aud of the Sonne , and of the boly 
Ghoſt, 

The firſt perſon is the Father , who be- 
getteth the Sonne,, O moſt marucilous be- 
| getting! the Sonne 15 as olde as the Father: 
the Sonne hath the very ſelfe-ſame nature, 


and ſubſtance with his Father ; yea, hee is [ob.14.10. 


within his Father, and his Father is within 

The ſecond perſon in the godhead,is the 
Sonne, who is begotten of the Father, as a 
word is begotten ofa mans mind,and ther- 
fore he is ſometime called the Word; as alſo 
becauſc he maketh the Father, and the Fa- 
thers will knowne vnto men, and is that 
partie concerning whom the Father gaue 
his word that he would ſend him into the 
world to fave ſinners. 

The third perſon in the godhead, is the 
holy Ghoſt, who proccedeth from the Fa- 
ther, and fromthe Sonne, and therefore is 
the Spirit of them both , andhe is incither 
of them both: alſo both the Father,and the 
Sonne 


— — — — 
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Sonne are-in him. Hee is called the Spiry, 
not ſomuch to fgnifie his vature, as to 
ſhew| his proceeding ; becauſe he is ſpired 
thatis,as ic were breathed fromthe Father, 
and from the Sonne. He is called holy,no: 
onely becauſe of the bolines of his nature, 
which is all one with the Father , and with 
the Sonne; but becauſe he doth ſanRifie, 
that is, maketh holy all thoſe which ſhall be 
ſavec,Rom.1.4. ; 
All and euery outward: worke of God 
* eommeth from the Father, thorough the 
Sonne,and by the holy Ghoſt. The Father 
beginneth every worke of himſelfe , work- 
ing in,and through the Sonne,alſoin, and 
by the holy Ghoſt, Therefore the making 
and beginning of heanen and earth,is intit- 
ledvntohim, 52 
The Sonne workethin, and from the Fa- 
ther,in'and by the holy Ghoſt, Therefore 
the redemption and Sauiour-ſhip goeth in 
his name: becauſe he tooke vnto him a bo- 
die, and a ſoule,and ſo being both Ged & 
man,purchaſed our ſaluation, and ſaucth 
vs,in,and from his Father,in and by the ho- 
ly Ghoft;Ioh.4.19, The Son can doe nothi 
of bimſelfe, Mat,1 2.29.But if I caſt ont demi 
by the ſpirit of God, v5. '© 
The 
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The holy Ghoft:workerh in;,'and from 
the Father, inand fromthe'Sonne, andi{o 
by himſelfe finiſheth every worke'of God; 
ſpecially the ſanRifying , and cleanſing of 
them which ſhall bee ſaued : and therefore 
he is called the ſa»tifier,or the cleanſer. * 

Thus muchoof the three perſons in one ' 

God, {T7 1 

Now whereas the Lord ſaith; f- [am thy 
Ged\the meaning is, I ſave thee from all e. 
vill, and bring thee to everlaſting -blifle, 
Gen.15.1. But whar proofe have Tthat the 
Lord is my God?: He further ſaith, zyhich 
haze bronght thee ont of the land of Egypr, ont 
of the houſe of bondage, OOO 

Theſe words were indeed fir ſpoken, & 
written vnto the children of Iſrael, whome 
God deliucred out of the {lauiſh bondage, 
and great miſerie, which they had long en- 
dured vnder King Pharzob in Egypt, Now 
I ought ro take the ſame words as-ſpoken 
of God ynto me: for as God made the Iira« 
lites to paſſe through the red ſea,and there= 
in drowned the Egyptians;ſo he cauſed me 
to be baptized, and ſprinkied with water 
in his name,cuen in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, &of the holy Ghott: &to by 
2n holy ſacramenrall igaification,made ine 
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paſſe through the red ſea of Chriſts blood, 
wherein ail the enemies of my ſaluation are 
( as if they were drowned) {o-diſabled,that 
vnlefſe I fooliſhly yeeldevnrto them, they 
cannot prevaile againſt me, Rom,6.3, Nei- 
ther did God onely giue vn to me that out. 
ward figne,and feale of ſaluarion , but allo 
when ] was able to vnderftand, cauſed mee 
to heare, yea andtoread ,yea; and in ſome 
good meaſure;to perceive the goſpel of his 
orace, wherein hee proffered vnto me his 
gracious loue, and therewithall ſuch a por- 
tion of his heauely bleſſings in Jeſus Chrift, 
as ſhould make me to be loucly and ples. 
fing in his fight, 

But ypon what condition did God prof- 
fer this grace vnto me? Vpon this conditi- 
on,Exod. 20.3. Thos ſhalt haue none other 
God before my face, 

Theſe words being confidered together 
with the verſe next before, doe containea 
double condition. Firſt,that I ſhall take the 
Lord to be my God. Secondly, that I ſhall 
haue none otherto be my God beſide him. 

How ſhould Trake the Lord to bee my 
God? By performing theſe foure duties: 

Firſt, to be continually mindefull that 
am before his face,Gen,17,r. 


Second- 
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Secondly,to eſteem his fauour to be. my 
only feliciry,and therefore abouecall things 
to loue him, and deſire to enioy his fagous 
rable kindneſſe, Luk.14.26. 
- Thirdly,to be alwaies verie fearcfull of 
diſpleafing him, Prou. 28.14: | 
Fourthly, to ſercle all my truſt, and con- 
fidence in him,ler.17.5.6,7. Th; 
How. haue 1 performed theſe duties? 
Firſt, I have not been mindfull of Gods 
preſence: for both being alone,and in com 
panie, my minde hath bcen ſo far from that 
dutie,as if there had been in my beleete', as 
God at all. -110f ir: 20 
Secondly,I haue all my lifelong more e- 
fteemed, loued, and deſired worldly plea* 
ſures and profits, yea yain toics and trifles, 
then the fauour of God, I hauca farre off 
thought vpon God, as of athing atthe fur- 
thermoſt ende of all che world, and there= 
fore mine affetion was alwaies wedded 
vnto things which ſeemed co be nearer vn- | 
tome; though indeed nothing can bee ſo 
} ncerevnto meas he is:for in him TI liue, and 
mooue, and haue my beeing, 
Thirdly,I had now and then, ſome ſmall 
feare of God ; but i: ſuddenly vaniſhed #- 


| Way, aud therefore Iplunged wy ſelte mw 
a ſea 
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a ſea of finne,, not making: canſcience of 
one thought,word, or deed among athoy; 
ſand, 

Fourthly , I had noright truſt in Cad: 
for that can not bee without the feare of 
God, I oftentimes vſed; vnwarrantable 
meanes to helpe my f(elfe:; And ſo doe none 
| thatrightly cruſt in God, *. 

This hath been the infide of my life, not 
only before, but alſocuer ſince] entredin. 
rothe Miniſterie. And withail mine hear; 
I wiſh that Thad no fellowes; for I ama- 
fraid that I have very many, If ſuch there 
be, I humbly intreate them to take true 
knowledge in how dangerous a ſtate they 
are.I truſt that God hath patdoned my pa» 
rents and bringers vp, The ground of all 
my miſerie ,next after che euill inclination 
which I brought with mee inte this world, 
was theeuill ſcaſoning of mine heart in my 
' tender yeares. Becing a little boy, I was 
trained to delight in a dogge, & a cat;rher- 
foreI remember the dogges name yet , and 
haue loued dogges, and cattes euer fince, 
Thole,and other vainechings I was ennred 
to loue, when mine heart ſhould have been 
taken vp, and filled with the loue of God, 
I was feared with bugg-beares, and ſprits 

when 
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when T ſhould haue been framed to feare 

God. Alſo T was accuſtomed to take zpride 
in this, and that, to be angrie and reuenge- 
full againſt ſome one thing or othet, ro 
mocke,ſcorn,mifſe-call, and ſpeake navghe 
tie words ynto ſuch, or ſuch an one. Thus 
commonly, for oughtthat Tknow , are the 
heerts of children ſeaſoned, and thus their 
ſoules are died in the blacke colour of hell. 

Beeing inwardly thus behaned,lI was a little 
raught outward religion. Thar is,to ſay the 
Lords Prayer , and the Creede by rote, to 

goc io Church vpon Sabbath dayes, and 

heare ſervice, yea & after that I could read, 

toe anſwer the Miniſter in the laying of 

Pſalmes, &c. Hauing done thus , what? 

heard ſeruice,yea helped to ſay ſeruice,faid 

the Lords Prayer and the Creede, and fo 
forth? Oh! IchoughrI had done enough, 

and enough, my heart being farre from | 

God, and notonce aflaying to come neere 

vnto him. - Here I would aske a queſtion of - 
the common ſort of people, young and old, 
1 would aske you for no harme, Is nor this 
your religion ? I meane, to ſay your praiers, 
to heare Kernitee,( I will got put in, to ſay 


eruice)withour any ſpecial (tirringof yout 


cart; not actually minding that you are 
; C1 T4 
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in ralke with God , nor {6 affefted as they 
who perceiue themſclues to be ſo neere yn- 
to, eucn before the face of chat Almightie 
King, who is terrible vnto the Kings of the 
earth : they arc his ſcruiters? I cake that 
blefſed God to witnefle againit my ſoule,if 
I ſpeake vncbaritably or idlely ; 1am per. 
ſwaded that I haue good reafon to feare 
that a great many of you haue little religi. 
onin your hearts , but content your ſc]ue 
with ſaying and hearing,and ſome outward 
ceremonies. Then I can tell you wharreli- 
gion is the ficteſt for you, Euen that which 
youcall the old religion:for that wil ſo fur- 
niſh you with outward workes, and cere- 
monies, that you ſhall not dreame of med- 
ling with your heart, You ſee the deuouteſ 
of them can {wallowe downe into theit 
ſoules, lying, forſwearing, murrher, and 
treaſon. They makeno bones of ſuch mat- 

ters. And why ?: Becauſe the ceremonic- 

law of Rome ſcructh their turne. 1 ſpeake 

vpon my conſcience for the glorie of my 


Lord God, and for the good of my'cout 

rey. aq 
It pleaſed God, that ſpecially. by the 
meanes of M. :lliazs Olzey of Tachbrookt 
ncere #aWicke , who tooke me from my 
poore 
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pooreparents, I wasin ſome ſort continu- 
\ ed at ſchoole, Abour fourereene or fifteene 
ye ares of age, I fell into acquaintance with 
diverſe that fauoured the Popesreligion, a- 


m ong whom one lent me a booke thus inti- 
culed, 


eM defence 
of the cenſure giuen. vpon two bookes of 
William Charke, and Meredith Hanmer mi- 
niſters, which chey wrote agaialt CA, Ed- 
mund Campian prieſt of the ſocietie of /eſus, 
and againſt his offer of diſputation. This 
Itge booke beeing one of the moſt dange= 
rous bookes that euer I read (for they bee. 
lictle ones that cither doe good or harme 
vnto the greateſt number of people ) did 
thoroughly diftaſt me wich che Proteſtant= 
religion, before religion was in mine hearr, 
A principall caſe of my diftaft, was the ma- 
ny euill reports, which with great pretence 
of truth, it fignifiech rouchiog the lives of 
Luther, Calain, and Beza, bringing in this 
reaſon withall, that the authors and begin= 
ners of an extraordinary reformation inthe 
Church of God, ſhould at the leaſt be ordi- 
narie, honeſt men in life and conuerſation : 
whichthoſe men were not, if that booke be 


true, Here I humbly ecntreac all people to 
C 2 rake 
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take knowledge of two things , which } 
haue found rrue by experience. 
- Firſk,ir is 00t ſafe for a man to betakehim- 
ſelfe rothis or that ade in controverhie of 
religion, vntill bis heart and life bee ſetled 
in ſome vprightneſſe of obedience vnto 
God, Can a man iudge of colours before 
he bee borne? No. Then how can a man 
rightly difcerne the truth in queſtionsto- 
ching the myſterie or ſecret of godhnes, he 
not beeing renewed by the ſpirit of Gol 
Although he haue great learning, or deped 
vpon the judgement of great learned men, 
yet Sathan the devill will haue an handio 
him, becauſe they which doe not conſcio- 
nably ebey God, are ſubie& ro be wrought 
ypon by him, Eph.2.2, 
The ſecond thing that I would deſire 
yourtotake knowlecge of, is this :: When 
- Mmanis well aſſured ,that he'is entred into 3 
conſcionable courſe of obeying the com- 
mandements of Ged, which is the praQtiſe 
of repentance, to ſettle his judgement tou- 
ching this or that controverfic in religion! | 
hee muſt not bee lead by the ſermons, ot | 
books, orlives of men, but principally hee 
muſt apply himſelfe vnto the grounds of 
his faith > which are two ,God, and On 
woe! 
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word. VN | 

How ſhall he apply bimſelfe ynto God? 
By vcrie often, humble, and earneſt prayer, 
that he will vouchſate for Ieſus Chriſts ſake 
to give himthe ſpirit of reuelation, the in- 
lightening of minde to perceiue the holy 
truth, S, Pax/celleth vs plainly, that the ſe- 
crets of God cannot be rightly known, bur 
by the ſpiricof God,r,Cor.2.10.1r. And 

' our Lord Teſus hath giuen vs this afſurance 
thatif we doecarneftly pray vntoGoed for 
he holy Ghoſt, hee will giue bim ynto vs, 
Luk.11,5.6,7,5,8c. 7 
How ſhall a man apply himſclfe to the 
word of God? In following the example of 
the Tewes thar dwelt at Berea, whowhen 

| $. Paw! preached vnto them, receiued the 
word with all readinefſe. Bur how ? They 
ſearched the Scriptures dayly , whether 
thoſe things which $. Paul delivered ynto 
them were ſo as he ſaid, yeaorno? AR.17, 
11. Andfor your encouragement,ſee what 


followed, AQt.16.1 2.7 herefore many of them 


beleened. | | 
If any fay, hee cannot-vnderſtand the 


: word of God: I anſwer, he may bee ſorrie, 
and aſhamed to ſay ſo:for to what endhath 


God giuen his word,but to bevnderſtood,, 
| C 3 - cuen 
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euen of very ſimple folke? for of all the 
books in the world, there is none that hath 
more plainenefle in it then the booke of 
God hath, Many fine ſchollers haue no 
minde to reade Gods word, becauſeitisſo 
plaine, It is certainely one of the maine 
drifts of Sathan the deuill , ro make people 
belecue that Gods word is hard to bee vt- 
derſtood ; becauſe he would not haue them 
ro ynderſtand ir; for he knoweth thatno-. 

'thing in all the world is ſo great an hinde- 
rancevnto him, as Gods word beeing vn- 
derftood, 

Now I will goe forward in my confeſſ- 
on.I went firft co Oxford,and then to Cam- 
bridge : At Oxford 1 was in Gloſter Hall 2- 
bourfoure yeares firſt and laſtzat Cambridge 
] was in Emanuel Colledgenor ſo long; but 
to that Colledge Iam fingularly bound, Af- 
terward Itooke ypon me to be a ſchoole- 
maſter, and thenentred into the miniſterie | 

'Intheyeare of our Lord, one thouſand, five 
-bundred, nintie and fixe, The next yeare 
after, vpon the commendation of diverle | 
reverenc Miniſters in Kent, namely, my fi- 
therly friend Door Milborne of Seurnoke, | 
M.Bft of Penſburſ. M. Detioſe of Chidding- 
Fore, M. Smith of Chelfield, 1 obtained of 


Arch» 


a loaden conſcience. 


Archbiſhop 1hitegift a generall licence to 
preach, I haue beenea miniſter eighteene 
yeares, and ſo much more as fince the fixe- 
teenth day of May laſt; for as ypon that day 
DoQor Young Biſhop of Rocheſter gaue 
mee orders at Bromeley in Kent. All this, 
while vncili this verie yeare, one thouſand, 
fixe hundred, and foureteen, my heart.con- 
tinued in that inward bebaujour, wherwith 
it was firſt poſſeſſed in my childhood. 
Now let me goe backe againe, and make 
report how the Father'of mercic hath ſtri- 
ucn with me from my youth, yea and nowe 
in good and comfortable meaſure, bleſſed 
be his name,vanquiſhed the ſerled wicked- 
nefle of mine heart, Euer fince I had any 
vnderfianding of Gods will, ſomething 
bath been wockipg vpon my mind,perſwa- 
ding me very carneltly to forſake finne,and 
wholly ro ſubmit my ſelfe vato God:which 
from time to time I vndertooke to doe; but 
was alwaies hindred, both by the ſetlednes 
of mine owne wicked diſpoſition , and alſo 
by the common courſe of this world, which 
ſo farre as I know , will very hardly ſuffer a 
man to keepe companie with God, I ap- 
peale ynto their judgement, that bee in awe 
of God, and make conſcience how they be- 
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haue tnemſelues in his fight, Yet it pleaſed 
the Lord firſt by little and little to ſtabliſh 
my wauering judgement , and then to let 
me ruyne my ſelfe into many outward dan. 
gers,and diverſe bodily diſeaſes, that ſo at 
lat I wight be broken from ſinne. 

In Queen ElizabethstimelI was in great 
danger, becauſe I had ſpoken ſomething 
touching the party who ſhould ſucced her 
in theſe kingdomes, whom I well knew to 
bein all right bis Maieſtie that now is:(for 
being given to the reading of Chronicles,l 
had drawne a pedegree, and Mr. Doctor 
Charles Chadwicks my tutor in Emanuel col» 
ledge ſhewed me another ). for ſomething 
publikely ſpoken to that purpoſe in a ler- 
mon at S, Aarie (ray in Kent, in the yeare, 
_ as Iremember, nintie eight, I was accuſed 

ro Dott, Barlow,then chapleine ro Archbi- 
ſhop Whitegift , and Parſon of Orpington, | 
and S., Marie Craie, He preſently gave or» | 
der vnto one M. Hamden a Tuſtice of peace, 
tocallmeto an account, and examine both 
me, and diverſe credible perſons that heard | 
me, He loyning vato-him, S. Robert Boſe* | 
vile of Anisford,tooke mine examinationin , | 
Sir Percivall Hartes houſe at Lulling5tone, 
Thoſe men which were examined what 


they 
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they heard me ſay,namely M. Francis Had- 
don, M. Richard Manning of Keuingtowne, 
and, as I thinke, Richard CManning of Kip- 
pingden-crowch, &c. did giue good teſti- | 
monie of me , and the miniſter-that accuſed 
me was by the Iuſtice found yariable.So by 
the goodnes of God I eſcaped that danger, 
but performed notvato him my promiſe 
of reformatis, I paſle by many dangers, be- 
cauſe I wil not trouble you with hearingthe 
ſeuerall reports of the: ooly one I pray you, 
patiently to heare. Vpon S.Steuens day in 
the yeare fixe hundred and eleuen , Iprea- 
ched a ſermon in the Church called Alhal- 
lowes in Derby, where then I was,and now 
am the vnworthy Miniſter. In my prayer 
before the Sermon, I made a ftrange fault, 
and thus it came about: I in my priuate 
prayers, had vſed in verie deare affetion 
to my Soueraigne Lord, ( God is witneſle) 
to name thoſe kingdomes together where- 
of the Lord God hath giuen him poſleſſi- 
on, and that by it ſelfe which yer hee doth 
not poſleſſe;veric yndiſcreetly lin my pub. 
like prayer that day,fell into that forme of 
words. My text was S. Steuens prayer for 
his perſecutors, which I vrged verie farre, 


I will not fay diſcreetly, bur I profefle be- 
fore 
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fore the God of heauen, that it was withs 
out any ſecret louetso Poperie: I vrged,tha 
which I ſhall ever hold to bee true, that 
though the Papiſts be our dcangerous ene- 
mies, as beeing full of malice & treaſon,ye 
we oughtto be rather angrie with our fins, 
then with them: for had we grace to walke 
worthy of that glorious light which God 
by the Goſpel of his Sonne hath graciouſly 
ginenvnto vs in this land , hee would not 
ſuffer that myRerie of iniquity to preuaile 
againſt vs.This is moſt certaine: for hither- 
ro he hath miraculouſly.defeated their hel- 
liſh praCtiſes, thongh we in our owne con- 
ſciences knowe that we are vnworthie of 
ſuch marueilous preſervatis, I came tothit 
parriſh againſt the will of manv. Some of 
which companie tooke occafion out of my 
faul: about his Maieſties fiyle-royall, and 
out of ſome things ſpoken both in that and 
other ſermons, ( how conſcionably & cha- 
ritably conſtrued, it concernech them to 
ponder, )I ſay they tooke occaſion to ac- 
cuſe me of Poperie, and treaſon, and thoſe | 
accuſations they vrged with much pollicy, | 
and great ſtrength a gainſt me ;I was twice | 
v , at London about ir,and in ſore perplexitic 
it ta, God knoweth, Ir pleated the Alm; ghrie 
ECW though 
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though I was moſt vnworthy of his aide,to 
be entreated of me,and therefore heepro- 
cured me many friends,namely ,many reue- 
rend minifters,eſpecially Do&.Neale, then 
Biſhop of Coventric and Lichfielde, by 
whoſe conftant interceſſion , I obtained of 
my Soueraigne Lord King [ames a gracious 
remiſſion,and of the Lord Archbiſhop,yn-. 
to whom I was vehemently complained of, 
a very grue and fatherly diſmiſhen, 

When the trouble came firſt ypon mee, 
all the moe which I had in all the world, 
was betweene fortie, and fiftic ſhillings. 
Bur I was much befreinded by many ,ſpeci- 
ally by Mr. Frauncis Mnndie of Marketon 
neere Derbie, who by his ſeruant ſent mee 
a purſe, and in it ſome fifteene, or ſixteene 
pounds, willing meeto take either all, or 
bow much T would freely, Such a freind, 
yea iuch freinds, God ſend every honeſt 
poore man in his neede, And God who is 
the fountain of mercies , vouchſafe to be e- 
uermore mercifull ynto them & theirs, that 
ſew mercie ynto poore diſtreſſed wret- 
cnes ouertaken betweene the ſtcaites, Here 
inall humbleneſle I craue fauourable leaue 
to fpeake a few words vnto ſuperiours Ec- 


clcftafticall,and Ciuill. 
O my 
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Oh my Lords, and Maſters, a poorem 
purſued by mighty aduerſaries muſt nee 
be eviltic, wherher hee be guiltie, or ng 
vnles you follow his example vpon wher 
your dignities depend, Pleaſe it you there 
foreto confider what hee once {ſaid ynty 
Abraham bis freind, Gen.18.20. end th 
Lord ſaide, Becauſe the crie of Sodome , an 
Gomorrah i; great , and becauſe their ſine uy 
very greinom: 21,1 will goe downe now , ani 
ſee whether they haue done altogether Accor- 
ding to the crieof it, which is come unto met: 
and if not, [ willknow, The Lord our Gol 
vnto whom al things are ſo manifeſt as pol- 
hbly chey may be, needeth not to examine 
any accuſation;for hee knoweth farre more 
perfe&ly then either the accuſer, or theac- 
cuſed, But his minde is , thatall men, and 
ſpecially you ſhould with all moderation, 
and lawfuil indifferencie take thorough- 
knowledge of any, ſpecially of a poor 
mans cauſe, before you giue ſentence; 
yea, before yon ſpeake any hard word: 
tor a crofle tearme, yea un frowne is & | 
nough to aftoniſh many a weake-hearted | 
man, and make him vnable to ſpeake fot | 

himlelfe, | | 
Alſo I humbly beſeech all es 
rake 
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ake theſe warnings by mee : Firſt be yee 
oroughly reconciled vnto God, that hee 
nay vouchiafe ro ioyne with you' in that 
noft weightic bufinefle, Secondly, ſo farre 
5 poſſibly with a good conſcience, haue 
zeace, and be in freindly tearmes with all 
zeople, leaſt ſome in bitrerneſle of diſplea- 
[ure miftake your words to their hurt, and 
your greefe, The holy God is my witneſſe, 
that ſome ſpeeches of mine were moſt 
ſtrangely miſtaken, by men profeſſing great 
preciſencſſe of conſcience : yea, marke I 
pray you,ſo ſtrangely,that our of a publike 
ſpeech of mine,zcaloufly intended, and ve-___ 
tered againſt the Romane religion , one 
peece of an article was taken againſt mee 
co-prooue mee popiſh, Thirdly , be verie 
carefull thar in noſort yee meddle with a- 
ny matter of Eſtate: for there is no wiſe- 
dome ,nor ſafetic in ſo doing. Fourthly, 
though tn purpoſing to ſpeake this orthatr, 
your mind be very vpright, yer make care- 
full choiſe of words , and phrale : for that 
which beeing verered one way cannot be 
ill raken, may in an other ſure of words 
ſceme very harſh,and be likely co do-more 
harme then good, O fora mortified mini- 


ter! Hee will not ſpeake thus, and _ 
"IM 
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Oh my Lords, and Maſters, a poore man 
purived by mighty aduerſaries muſt needs 
be gviltic, wherher hee be guiltic, or no; 
vnles you follow his example vpon whom 
your dignities depend, Pleaſe it you there. 
foreto conſider what hee once ſaid ynto 
Abraham bis freind, Gen.18.20, eAnd the 
Lord ſaide, Becauſe the ctie of Sodome , and 
Gomorrah i; great , and becauſe their ſinne uy 
very greinou: 21.1 will goe downe now , and 
ſee whether they haue done altogether accor- 


ding to the crieof tt, which i come unto mee: ' 
- and if not, [ willkzow, The Lord our God 


vnto whom al things are ſo manifeſt as pol- 
hbly chey may be, needeth not to examine 
any accuſarion;for hee knoweth farre more 
perfe&ly then either the accuſer, or the ac- 
\cuſed, But bis mindeis , thatall men, and 
ſpecially you ſhould with all moderation, 
and lawtuil indifferencie take thorough- 
knowledge of any, ſpecially of a poore 


mans cauſe, before you pgiue ſentence; 


yea, betore yon ſpeake any hard word: 

tor a croſle tearme, yea n frowne is e- 

nough to aftoniſh many a weake-hearted 

man, and make him vnable to ſpeake for 
himlelfe, | 

Alſo Thumbly beſeech all Preachers, 4 

| take 
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take theſe warnings by mee: Firſt ;be yee 
thoroughly reconciled vnto God, that hee 
may vouchſiafe ro ioyne with yow in that 
moſt weightie bufinefle, Secondly, ſo farce 
as poſſibly with a good conſcience, haue 
peace, and be in freindly tearmes with all 
people; leaſt ſome in bitcerneſle of difplea- 
{ure miſtake your words to their hurt, and 
your greefe, The holy God is my witnefle, 
thar ſome ſpeeches of mine were moſt 
ſtrangely miſtaken,by men profeſſing great 
preciſeneſle of conſcience : yea, marke I 

pray you,ſo ſtrangely,that our of a publike 
ſpeech of mine,zcaloufly intended, and: ve= 
tered againſt che Romane religion , one' 
peece of an article was taken againſt mee 

to-prooue mee popiſh, Thirdly , be verie 
carefull thar in noſort yee meddle with a- 
ny matter of Eſtate: for there is no wiſe- 
dome ,nor ſafetic in ſo doing, Fourthly, 

though in-purpoſing ro ſpeake this orthat, 
your mind be very vpright, yer make care- 
full choiſe of words , and phrale : for that 
which beeing verered one way cannot be 
illraken, may in an other ſure of words 
ſceme very harſh,and be likely co domore 
harme then good, O fora mortified mini- 


| fer! Hee will not ſpeake thus, and _ 
C- 
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| Iswilled, This , if I miſtake not , may bee 
called the meckenefle of wiſedome: which 
whartſocuer any man can ſay to the contra. 
rice, doth moſt befit a miniſter of the Gol- 
pel, ſpecially in theſe laiter daies, wherein 
naturall corruption taketh ypon it to bee 
zcalous,and preciſe for Gods glory. You 
neede not aske mee, whether in, that my 
great danger,T vowed ynto God a ſtrictre- 
formation of life? I did indeed, But when 
my danger was over, I performed not my 
Vow, 

Now I muſt fetch a compaſſe backe a- 
gaine to ſpeake of my diſeaſes, and of ſome 
troubles withall, My bodie hath beene 
windie and rheumatike from my childhood 
by a naturall diflewper, as Itakeit , of my 
liver; the hotenefle whereof hath cauſed 
mucheuill ynto mee. In the winter , fixe 
hundred, and fixe, I then beeing Curate 
ef Southfleet in Kent, after an cxtreame 
cough did ſenſibly perceive blindnefſe cn- 
erred into mine cies: for diverſe moires ſee- 
med to flie before mee, which way ſoeuer 
I rurned my ftght;yea,and ſpecially before 
my right eye,athing in faſhion of a kind of 


chaine, ſometime folded,or turned diuerfc. 


WayCs, 


becauſe hee will; but ſo,and {o,becauſe hex 
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waies,and ſometime at length, What infir- 
miticin the eic cauſerh this appearance, ler . 
lcarned Phyfitians iudge. Thus it hath all 
this while been with mee, increaſing more, 
and more,ſfo that now I haue much adoe to 
write,or toread,and am forced to hold ny 
eyes, and the booke very neere together. 
The next winter after inthe great froſt, I 
was taken witha windie diſeaſe in the low- 
er part of my breaſt, which ſo grieuouſly 
vexed mee, that Llooked fornothing but 
death. In the very extrewitic of thispain- 
fulnefſe,DoCtor Barlow then Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter , who not long before by the death 
| of Mr, Winter , came to haue the Parſonage 

of Southflzer,where I was Curat, beeing by. 
ſome, thorough mine owne yndilcretion, 
incenſed againſt mee , tooke an occafionto 
put mee our of the Curatſhip, About that 
time I did ſet forth alittle booke, called 
The burthen of a loaden conſcience : Which 
hath occaſioned many heavic burthens ro 
be laid ypon mee, by thoſe whoſe holinefle 
is knowne vnto God, and not ynro mee, a 
many preciſe folke, that know not other 
mens hearts, howſfocuer they know their 
owne, Mine old kind Schoole-fellow Mr. 


Wilkam Eyre fellow in Emanuel Colledge, 
(wha 
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( who twiſe before had beene my refuge 
 vnder God)ynderftanding that] was with. 
out place,die by meanes of Mr. Iohn (otton 
fellow in the ſame college , help mee to the 
Curateſhip of S. Alkmunds in Derby of 
Derbyſhier. There 1 was a yeare,, anda 
o—_— very louingly vſed. My Ripend was 
' fully ſo much as cuer before. Alſo M, Robert 
Bate of little Cheſter gave mee my dyer, 
and lodging all that time, his wife,a vertu- 
ous weman now in heauen , hauing a verie 
render care of me, becauſe of my fickenes, 
Vawiſely ILleft that place, and pur my ſelfe 
into a world of trouble, by taking the Cue 
rateſhip of Alballowes in-the ſame towne, | 
In this great and burdenous charge, I have 
now beenealmoſt five yeares.” During this 
time, my windie diſeaſe, together with 
a faintnefſe,grew ſo ypon me;rthar I fell in- 
to diverſe deadly fits of the cholike , not 
onely in cold weather , but in the heate of 
fummer, Now1 come to tell you of into- 
lerabletorments. Grauel! hath bred in me 
from my youth, and oftentimes I was pai- 
ped with it: whereupon I vſed to'take'a 
great deale of ſmall drinke, and ſo auoided 
ur. Iremember that my worſhipfull friend, - 
M- Richard Sedly of Southflecte, ſaid once 


ynro 


a loaden conſcience, 
ynto me;What will you do when your ſtos 
macke cannot receiue ſo much drinke? Ah 
gentle, M. Sedly ! the time is now come, 
and now I can doe nothing to help my ſelfe 
but call ypon the name of God, 


About the end of Iuly, io the yeare fix- 


zeen hundred and twelue,I was taken with 
many firs of cholike and tone,one fir anon 
after another: Then Icried God mercie, 
and promiſed zealous amendment of life, 
The fittes left me; but I amended not. The 
next ſimer after, I had ſome three or foure 
ſeucrall firs. Now marke I pray you,and bee 


leeuemeT beſcech you, The ſecond of Nos _.. 


uember laſt, 1613. atnight I going to bed, 
felt afit of the cholike and ftene comming 
ypon me. Wherefore I beeing in great ane 
guiſh, praied earneſtly vnto God, that for 
his mercies ſake, he would then caſe ime of 
that paine, with condition thar if I did nor 


preſently enter into a very reformed courſe , 
of life, the diſeaſe ſhould returne ypon mee 


and kill me, Ir preſeutly was gone, and all 
that night I had quiet reſt. The morrowe I 
performed not my promiſe, Towards night 
I felt a threatning of it again,and therefore 
according to Dot. Bambrigs direction ,1I 


| tookepurgiug pills to preuent ir; which 
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kinde of Phylicke had formerly eaſed me, 
Theipills wrought: yet the morrowe mor- 
ning a violent fit came vpon me, How grie- 
vouſly I was that day tormented, ſome that 
in kindneſſe came to ſee me, namely, M, 
Thom Stringer, and M.1ohn Haughton do, 
I am (ure, very well remember, My break 
quaked as a leafe ſhake with the wind. You 
may thipke,1 had then great cauſe to feare 
chat the wrath of my Lord was kindled a- 
oainſt me : Thumbly beſought him to re. 
buke the diſeaſe yet once more, and then 
( volefle I forced my lelfe to enter in ar the 
frait doore of repentance) no more:He isa 
gracious Lord, his name bee praiſed, At 
euen herebuked the diſeaſe, and it left me: 
yet all that night T was glad to have Mr. 
Daxburie fit with me, I was ſo weakened: 
one white I was yp, an other while downe, 
and O my good Lord, what I thinke vpon 
thou knoweſt; my {owe moſt humbly , and 
lamentably appealeth ynco thine infinite 
mercie, ' 

Atterthis I purpoſed, as I thought, very 
Readtaltly co reforme my ſelfe according to 
the word of God; yea lo farre forth, that 1 
wrotevnto Caxtrell Legge Printer in (4w- 
bridg,anote to be ſetbctore the fft jos 
101 
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fon of my former little booke. In thatnote 
bearing date, Nouemb, 27,1613. Ifignifi- 
ed that my conſcience was ynburthened, 8 
thar I would ſhortly publiſh the manner 
thercof; whereas God knowerh I was farre 
ſhort of beeing vnburthened, Nowe yer 
marke I pray you: All my former firs were 
about the right kidnie,- In Tanuarie and Fe- 
bruarie, I fel: a painfull gathering of ſome= 
what about my left kidnie, which pricking- 
ly continued, cauſing a grieuous torment 
in the water paſſage out of my bodice, Ma- 
ny times my water came drop-meale, with 
burning paine, That long practiſedreligi» - 
ous Phyſitian , Dot. Hunion of Newarke 
vpon Trent, with whom I had formerly bin 
for my windie diſeaſe, and ( by meanes of 
M. Iobn Batte Vicar of Newarke now de- 
ceaſed,my old ſchoolemaſter) had receiued 
much fanour from him; he ſent me'word 
that as he could coieRture by my letter (for 
I wasnotabje to ride vnto him ) TI was 1n 
danger of ſome deadly fretting in my kid- 
nies,by reaſon of grauell ſtones, which was 
not without difficulty ro be preuenred ina 
ſetied courſe of Phylicke, I had little mo+- 
ney to beſtow, and no great minde to take 


bodily medicine, before my ſoule were cu- 
2 red 
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red by the phyſicke of Telus Chriſt crucifi. 
ed. 

The greiuous diſcaſe of my water increa. 
fing, and mine olde ſplennitiue windineſſe 
filling my bodic, and head, rogether with 
an extreamefaintneſle,the 19, day of Aprill 
I did with very fearcfull condicions , bind 
my ſelfe vnto God , that I would diligent. 


ly endeauour to order my felfe according 
yntotheſe rules foilowing, 


My firſt rule. | 

Firſt, I muſt be alwaijes mindefu!l,that 1, 
the worſt of all ſinners , am beſore the face 
of god, who ſceth the whole ſerled wicked 
behauiour of mine heart , who hath all my 
euill thoughts, words , and deedes in per- 
fet remembrance, whoſe holines extream- 
ly hateth all manner of finne, whoſe righte- 
ouſneſle will not ſuffer any finne to be vn- 
puniſhed , whoſe prayer is able ro torment 
me everlaſtingly with moſt ynſpeakeadle 
painc in body and foule, Hereupen I muſt 
conceuue,that great is:he wrath whereun- 
to I have prouoked God,and that therefore 
great is the vengeance which juſtly he may 
powre vponme for euer.I muſt labour that 
this double conceit may worke in my heart 
a dou 
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a double affeQion , ſorrow for the diſplea- 
ſure of God, and feare of his vengeance, 
This is the way to breake mine heart, and 
broken heart ts 4 ſacrifice vuto God , Plal,gr. 

17. Inward humblenefle cannot but out- 
_ wardly ſhew it ſelfe ; and ſo it-will bee the 
more eaſily ſetled, and the more deepely 
rooted in mine heert and foule.I muſt verie 
carefully reforme my vaine minde, vnſad 
countenance, and talkative tongue: els I 

cannot be rightly humbled in the fight of 


God, 


My ſecond rule, | 

Secondly, I muſt thinke vpon the grear 
mercie, mighty power, and moft joyfull 
blifſe, which God in Ieſus Chriſt, proffererh 
vnto all choſe,that will forſake ſinne, & bee 
leeue the Goſpel : mercie to forgive their 
finnes,power to free them from the incli- 
nation of ſinpe, and bliſſe ro fill chem full of 
all delightfull pleaſure for cuermore. Here- 
vpon I muſt trive to haue a moſt hungry 
and thirſty defire of the grace of God, 


My third rule. 
 Thirdly,I muſt giue al diligence,that by 
prayer I may obraine of God the ſpirit of 
D 3 grace 
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grace, To this purpoſe I muſt bee alwaies 
prayingly, and craumgly afte&ed, I muſt 
impart my good: voto the poor, that I may 
hauc the help of their prayers. Luk. 16. g, 
Alſo I muſt entreate all thoſe which ſeeme 
ro be acquainted with God , that they will 
pray for me ynto him: Iam.g5.16. HadIany 
warrant to intreate the Saints in heauento 
pray for me, I would gladly doc it, But ] 
hauenone, My beleefe is, that no glorified 
ſoule, no, not the bleſied virgin-mother, 
intermedleth wich atly buſineſle in this 
world, And Iam fully perſwaded,thatit is 
the lafer way ſo to belecue. Ic ſcemeth vn- 
to me that Romane catholiks of the Popes 
religion, vnder cologr of intreating Saints 
to pray for them, do ind ced worſhip rhem, 
call ypon them, make vowes, and offer ſpi- 
rizuall ſacrifices ynto them, as vnto ſo many. 
he-gods and the-gods, Ibeſcech the Lord 
God toinlighten their minds, and reCtific 
their affeQtions, according vnto truc holi- 
nes,and pure deuotion. Amen. Amen. 

I muſt duzly , and denoutly pray vnto 
God atleaſt three times euery day, I hauc 
greatneed to pray every houre, becauſe of 
the hardnefſe of mine heart, and deathful- 
nefle of my bodie, I muſt oftentimes, ſo 


farre 
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fating, and ſo long as 1 am able, humbly 
kaceling. I muit in prayer ſpeake voto God 
very lealurely , and reuverently ; I muſt ſo 
earneſtly mind chat I ſpeake vnto him, as'I 
were face to face with him, 
_ * When beginne any ſer prayer, Iwill 
worſhip the Lord my God, molt humbly 
lifting vp my minde towards his-glorious 
maieſtie in heauen, and bowing downe my 
body towards the ground; !o reſt ypon. my 


knees. 
My prayer early in the morning. 


O Almightie, moſt bleſſed,and glorieus-- 


Lord God,I a moſt wicked ſinnetvl fnner, 
heartily acknowledging that thou in moſt 


woaderfuil goodneſie, haſt made mee a li- 


ving ſoule in thine own likenes, haſt proffe- 
red euerialting ſaluation vnto me,haſt long 
time endured my rebellious wickednefle, 
and hitherto prelerued me aliue , doe hum- 
bly beſeech thee to give grace that I may 
henceforth vntill che end,and inthe ending 
of my life, very zealouſly glorifie thy name 
in the practiſe of true repentance, Graunt 
the ſam? grace, I heartily pray thee, vnto 
euery tnan, woman,and child that wanteth 
i;; that all people in all places may oyfully 
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farreas-my weake bodie will endure ; pray 
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praiſe thee, thorough thine onely Sonne 
Teſus Chriſt: To whom with thee,o Father, 
and with the holy Ghoſt, three perſons, & 
one only Lord God , be all praiſe, honour, 
glorie, worſhip, and humble ſeruice, now 

and for euermore. Amen. | 

About nine of the clockein the fore. 

___ noone I muſt pray thus; 

Oh Almighty Lord God, who loueſt ho- 
lines,and hateſt fin, and therefore haſt pre» 
po everlaſting bliſle in heaue for thy ho- 
ly ſeruants, & endles tormentin hel for fin- 
ners: I the work of all finners, doe humbly 
beſeech thee, that for thy onely ſonne Ieſus 
Chriſts ſake,thou wilr give me thy grace of 
eruc repentance, & faith vnfained, that ſol 
may obraine of thee forgiueneſle of all my 
finnes,and the loweſt place among all them 
which ſhall be ſaued. Amen. 

O Lord, innumerable finnes have come 
out of mine heart, Thaue filled the world 
with the curſed fruits of my wickedneſſe, 1 
beſecch thee ro pur al my finnes quite away = 
out of thy fight, and out of the minds of all 
people, that thou mayeſt be no longer dif- 
pleaſed, nor any man, woman,or child any 
more harmed by meanes of me. 

O Lord, I haue cauſed much euill ynto 


many 
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many folke, and the good which] ſhould 
haue cauſed, I have wickedly neglected. I 
beſeech thee to giue vato euery one, which 
hath been any way harmed or negleed of 
met, a large recompence, and fo farre as 
may be to work the ſame recompence ynto 
them by mee; the refidue by thoſe meanes 
which thou knoweſt to be fitteſt for that 
purpoſe, 

O Lord, many people hane beene bene- 
ficiall vnto mee; becauſe thy will was that 
they ſhould be ſo, I humbly thanke thee for 
it, beſeeching thy gracious goodnetſſe to- - 
give a bountifull reward vnto cuerie one 
that hath benefited mee in deede, word, or 
defire, and to make mee ſo thankefull vato 
them,as a right Chriſtian ought to be. 

O Lord, if any haue either in way of 
friendſhip rowards mee, or in manner of 
enmitie againſt mee, or by any meanes tou- 
ching me diſfpleaſed thee, I beſeech thee to 
pardon them; and alſo to giue ſuch a mea- 
{ure of thy grace into mine vncharitable 
neart, that I may moſt freely forgive every 
one that either hath been, or ſhall be a trel- 
paſſer againſt me, 

O Locd, Ihaue diſpleaſed, and diſcon- 


tented many folke, I beſcech rhee ro Pa 
an 
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and quiet them, O giue grace that I my 
humbly ſeck for,and they may gently yeeld 
vnto a Chriſtian reconcilement. 

O Lord, I amof a froward diſpoſition, 
apt to diſpleale and diſquict euery one, |] 
beleech thee to breake me from this vnkind 
vapcaccabie condition : O keepe me from 
giving cauſe of diſpleaſure vnto any, and 
k ep ethers from caking diſplealure againk 
me, that ſo farre as is poſſivle with a good 
conſcience, I may liue and die 1n peace wit 
all thy creatures. 

O Lord, thou mighteſt iuſtly ſet all thy 
creatures to fight againſt mee z becaule [ 
am moſt rebeiliouſly diſobedient againl 
tee. But contrariwiſe,thou dot molt mer- 
citully giue vaio me the comfortable vie of 
many things, andthe fauourable amitie of 
many people, O gracicus Lord , ] bumbly 
raanke thee, belceching thine Almightie 
goodneſle foto ſandtifiethy bleſſings vnto 
me , that I raay bleſſedly employ them to 
the glory of thy grace, the good of all peo- 
ple, andthe hurt of nothing , but onely of 
nNne. | 

O Lord, Towea ſpeciall dutie vnto my 
kinred,and acquaintance. I beſcech thee to 
be gracious ynto them, and ſpecially vato 

thole 
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thoſe with whom I ftand charged as the mi- 
niſter of their ſalſuation, O giue vnro cijerie 
one of them, I mol? humbly pray thee all 
chole bleſſings which a good miniſter of thy 
Goſpel ſhould be a meanes ro procure vato 
them. Amen, Amen, 

O Lord, Chriftened people, who of thy 
Sonne Chriſts name arenamed Chrittians, 
be verie wretchedly entangled with diffe- 
rences of belcefe, and wickednefles of life: 
I deleech chee to ſend forth ſuch apower of 
thy Sonnes grace,as ſhall ioynethem all co- 
gether in the right Cirittian faith, and - 
make them to abound in the truits thereof, 
to thy glorie, and their mutuall benefiting 
one another. Specially, O Lord, as dutie 
bindeth mee, I pray for thoſe two Ilands, 
Brittain, and Ireland, beſeeching thee to 
powre thy graces continually ypon thine 
anointed ſeruant King /ames, and vpon his 
Qn1cene, and: Children , and tubiccts , that 
hec, and all his may be every way pleaſing 
vito thee, and euermore dlefſcd of chee, 
Amen, Amen, 

O Lord, many nations, and people are 
vnchriſtians; they belecuc not in thy Sonne 
Chriſt, and therefore they are inthe way of 


damnation, ] befeech theeto be mercitull 
Vntea 
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vnto themall and ſpecially vnto the Tewes, 
and Iſraclites the naturall children of thing 
old faithfull ſeruants eAbraham, Iſaac, and 
lacob.So ſoone as it poſſibly may bee, with 
thine owne good pleaſure, I humbly pray 
thee to conuert them vnto the true Chriſti 
an faith, that they may be ſaued,and there. 
io thy Sonne- Chriſt glorified, Amen, A- 
men. 

O Lord, ſome people are diſeaſed inbo- 
die, ſome are troubled in minde, and ſome 
are cumbred with outward aduerhitie, I be- 
ſeech thee to give them the grace that they 
may forſake all manner of finne,and wholly 
{ubmir themſelues vnto thee; O then they 
ſhall be moſt tenderly cheriſhed in all their 
neceſſities, 8 verie timely remooued out of 
all their miſeric into perpetuall bleſlednes, 
Amen, Amen, | 

For theſe,and for all other mercies which 
], or any child of my father Adam doe, of 
ſhall need, my deſire is, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, give mee grace, to pray acceptably 
vnto thy glorious maieſtie in thine _—_ 
Sonne lIelus Chriſts name, as hee hat 
raughr mee, ſaying, O our Father which art 
is heaxen, hallowed be thy name, c. 

Gleric, and henour, and praiſe, and 
thankes, 
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thankes, with all diuine worſhip,and hum- 
ble ſeruice be giuen ynto thee, O God the 
Father,the Sonne,and the holy Ghoſt, And 
ento the poore children of the man Adam 
be vouchſafed from thee thorough the man 
Jeſus, deliuerance from finne and miſerie, 
henceforth for euermore, Amen. Amen. 
That I might fing voto my good Lord 
in ſome tunea [enefle, I bought the whole 
booke of Pſalmes with tunes in foure parts, 
And I beſtowed now and then, alirtle time. 
to learne the notes of the tenor part. My 
Skill is verie ſmall; bue yer I would not for- 


goc it for a great gaine; becauſe it helpech _ 


my dull deuotion. This,vnder correCtion, I 
ſay of muſicke, Vpen an holy afteRion, ic 
hath an heauenly working : but contrari- 
wile, contrarily, 


© My forenoone Pſalme, tothe tune of 
Attend my people, and giue eare. 


OE: 


Vc of the deepgs of miſeric, O 
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To me the worſt of all the folke 

which here vpon thine earth doe dwell; 
A wretch moſt fic to be cut off, 

and caſt downe headlong into hell, 


For mercic Lord to thee I crie, 
for mercie and for ſauing orace, 
To pardon all my wickedneſſe, 
and my corruptions to deface. 


Good Lord give me repentance, that 
I may indeed vnfainedly 

Enforce my ſelfe for evermore 
my finnes to kill and crucife, 


Lord guide and leade me all this day, 

in every thought,and word, and geced, 
To doethy wili =nd blefſe thou me 

that 1 may rates baue o00d ſpeed. 


And when thou ſhalt moſt mightily 
haut treed me from finnelull thrall, 


To 


a loaden con ſcience, 
To praiſe thy bleſſed Name with me 
I will eatreat thy people all, 


Both now,and henceforth I will praiſe. 
thy Name O God, right thankefully, 
Becauſe thou wile not luffer me 
in gracelefle ate to liue and dic. 


O Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, 
one onely God in perſons three, 

All glorie, honour, praiſe, and thankes, 
ve yeelded eurrmore co thee, 


Amen. 


Ay noone prayer. 

O moſt holy, moſt good, and gracious 
Lord God, Ithe moſt yncleane, and moſt 
defiled wretch of all the world, doe hym- 
bly beſeech thy moſt bleſſed and glorious 
maieſtie,that 2uen for that right deare loue 
which is berweene thee, and thine onely 
begotren Sonn, the Lord Teſus Chrift,God 
and raan crucified, thou wilt youciſate to 
make knowne thy wonderfull grace, in 
cleanſing me from the moſt abhominable 
defilement of my finnes, To this ende 1 
humbly pray thee to make me alwaies very 


mindetull of thy preſence, fearefull of rhy 
dile 
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diſpleaſure, and defirous of thy fauour, 0 
moſt mercifull Lord,grant mee this metey, 
this exceeding great mercie, and then doe 
ynto mee euery way that which ſhall bee 
moſt tothine own goodpleaſure,and tothy 
owneglory. Yea bleſſed Lerd God, ynty 
thee beeall good pleaſure, praiſe, honour, 
werſhippe, and glory in Icſus Chriſt , noy 
and for euermore. Amen, Amen. 


«C My noone Pſalme to 4 tune which 
in Cambridge was called Mr. 
Perks tune. 
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Maicfty,tro whence all goodnes ſprings: 


Looke downe fromthy moſt holy place, 
behold good Lord and ſee 

A finfull wofull wretched man 
moſt loathſome ynto thee, 


Molt 


a loaden conſcience. 
Moſt foule andfilthie is my mp 
Ab! fieypon mee]! 
O Father of all holineſfle , 
to thee for grace I crie. | 


For grace to waſh, and make me cleane, 
from this moſt vgly finne, 

That Tin heauen among thy Saints, 
the loweſt place may winne. 


The laſt and loweſt place of all, 
O Lord, of thee Icraue: 


Giue grace to waſh;and make me. leane, 


that I rhat place may have.” 


Forgiueme all my finnes, though they 
moſtgrieuous beand great ; 
Forgiuermeall for Chrifthis lake, 

I humbly thee intreat. 


Then I will fin gro thee with ioys 
my ſong it ſhall be this, 
No wight ſo wicked as I was 
bath place in heauenly blifle, 


To Father, Sonne, and boly Ghot, \ 
All ploric be therefore, 
Yea honour, worſhip, praiſe, and thanks 


henceferth for euermore, 


© Abour three of the clecke in the 
E 1 nan 


j 
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afreryoone , I muſt ſay the ſameprayer 


which I aid about nine in the fore. 
noone. 


O Almightie Lord God, who loueſt 0. 
ligefle; &c, ri | 


«My afciriiocine Pſalme, to the 
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wretched man, tothee for mMcrcy cric, 


Confeffing that thy great goodueſſe, 
thy patience wonderfull, 

And long forbearance doe me mooue: 
my finnes to diſanul, 


But wois me! ! my naughtie heart 


toſfinne is ill ſo bent, 4 
That 


a loaden conſcience, 


That in my ſelte I finde no meanes | | 
entirely to repent. 


This world alſo whereinT liue 
with ſinne doth ouerflowe, 
And meetes me with temptations 

which way ſoe'erI goe, 


Satan that mighty euill ſpiric 
{o full of ſubrilrie, 
Doth praiſe all the meanes he can, 
that I ju finne may die, 


Therefore I crieto thee O Lord, 


whoſe power is ouerall, _ 
Beſeeching thee to free me from... 


this finnefull deadly thrall. 


With true repentance,and right faith, 
mine heart and ſoule fulfill, 

Thar1 may hate all wickednefle, 
and cleaue falt to thy will. 


From all this werlds temptations, 


and Satans praQtifing, 
Keepe thou me ſafe, ] humbly pray, 
O gracious heavenly King. 


Then will I praiſe with heart and yoice, 


d ifie thy name 
and magnifiet Foam , ks 
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Whenthou haft ſaved my poore ſoule 
from endlefle paine and ſhatne, 


All glorie, bonour, praiſe, and thankes, 
be alwaies giuenro thee, 

O Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, 
one God in perſons three. 


Hy prayer at night before I 
got ro bed, 


O moſt mightie,and moſt gracious Lord 
God, I wretched man , the worſt of the 
world, doe ctie thee mercie for allrhe inns 
which this day,or at any time before, have 
come out of my heart, by way of deede, 
word, or thooght, 1 heartily thanke thee + 
for all the bleſſings which thou haſt graci- 
ouſly, and plentifully-given me. 1 humbly 
praiſe thine holy name, for that irhath plea- 
ſed thee to preſerue mee from many euills, 
& to deliver me out of great dangers. Ibe- 
ſeech thee toendueme with ſuch a meaſure 
of thy grace, that 1 may henceforth for e- 
vermore | bee acceptably thankefull ynto 
thee,through leſus Chritt. 

Be mercitull alſo I bambly pray thee vn- 
tO all thoſe for whom I ought to pray: give 
them, and ynto me, Lbeſecch-chee, all the 
graces 
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graces which thine only ſonne hath taughe 
vs to pray for in his name, ſaying, O our fa- 
ther which art in heaaen, ballowed be thy name, 


(Fe 


when 1 lay me downe in mybed, 
I wilt ſay, 


O blefſed Lord God, hereT lie downe, 
not knowing what ſhall come vnto me this 
night: I humbly betake both bodie and 
ſoule vnto thee, beſeceching thy molt graci- 
ous goodnefſe to receiue me into thy kee- 
ping,through Ieſus Chriſt thine onely Son, 
my Lord and Sauiour, Amen, - — - 


r 


when I ſettle my ſelfe to ſleepe, 
I will ſay, 
O good Lord God,youchſate to be mer- 
cifull vnto this feeble bodie, that it may 
hauc a little comfortable reſt, and be there- 
by made the more ſerviceable ynto thee, 
through thine onely Sonne my dearc Lord 


and Sauiour. Amcn. 


If I cannot take reſt, I will 
ſay thus, 


O moſt gracious Lord, this body can- 
E 3 - Nor 
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not take reſt, becauſe I have wickedly dif. 
ordered it : Ibeleecch thee therefore to par. 
don me all my wickednefſe, and now teach 
my poore ſ{oule, how it (hal find cuerlaſling 
reſt in thee,thorough thine onely Sonne,my 
Lord and Saviour Iclus Chrift, Amen, 


eAbout midsight, whether I haue 
ſlept or not, I will pray thus; 


O moſt glorious Lord God, the Father 
of lights, no darkenes can hide me from 
thee;tor thou ſceſt ſoclearely ar midnight, 
as at mid-day, yea thou beholdeſt all my 
' thoughts : Therefore T humbly preſent my 
{elfe before thy blefied Maieſtic , beſeech- 
ing theeto look graciouſly vpon me a moſt 
Vngracious wretch, and to ſaue me from 
the workes of darkenes,that 1 may haue the 
loweſt place within the kingdome of thy 
glorie, Graunt this moſt mercifull Father, 
tor thine onely Sonnes ſake, in whoſe name 
I pray further for my ſeiſe, and for all other 
folke, as he hath taught me, ſaying, 0 om 


Father which art in heauen, hallowed bee thy 


name, Tc. 


So often as I baue had any ſleepe, when 1 
awake,l will ſay ibs, 


O moſt 
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O moſt mercifull Father, Gattalmightie 
I humbly thanke thee for the reſt which 
thou haſt now giuen ynto this naughty bo- 
die. I bequeath both-ic ane my'foule into 
thine hands, to bee diſpoſed of according 
vnto thy will, to the gloric of thy name, 
through Ieſas Chrilt thine onely Sonne, my 
Lord and Sauiour ; Amen, - * 


When I ariſe in the morning, 
Twill ſay; 


O 2ood Lord God,wirh all mine heart T 
thanke thy bleſſed maieſtie, for that it hath 
pleaſed thee mercifully ro keep me all this. 
nicht; nowe I ariſe our of this bed, in thy 
name O Father, in thy name O Iefus Chriſt, 
in thy name. O holy Ghoſt, O moſt holy & 
vndiuided,vnſeparable three perſons in one 
God,one God in three perſons,for thy glo- 
rioeus names ſake, vouchſafe to be mercifull 
ynto me a finner. Amen, 

This is my third rule, 


 OMy lift rule. 


Fourthly, and laftly , I muſt in the light 
of God, conſcionably dereſt, and refit my 
fianes, faichfully cadeauouring, that I may 


E 4 in 
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in very truth ſ@gwith- David, Pſalm. r8.23, 
1 was alſo vprignt before bing, and | kept my 
ſelfe from mine 1miquitie. OY 
Firſt, therefore beeing alwaies mindful! 
of Gods preſence, I muſt carefully intend 
* toknowandto doe his will. 

_ Secondly, when any motion commeth 
ynto mine heart, quietly, ynpartially,& di- 
ligently confider,whether it be goodin the 
fight of God, yea or no? Ifitbe good, 1 
muſt willingly yeeld vato it: But if it bee- 
uill, I muſt Readfaſtly-purpoſe torefule it; 

eaand remooue my {clfe fo farre as poſh- 
ble from all danger of beceing tempted vn- 
Oo 1r, 
If I'be ſtrongly tempted to yeeld vnto a- 
py finne , I muſt earneſtly -pray vote God 


for deliverance; thus: 


worlt of all finners, being now as thou ſeelt 
ſtrongly teinpred to finne againſt thee, 2nd 
not able to reſiſt the temptation, by reaſon 
ofthe long ſerled wickedneſle of my heart, 
doe humbly beſcech thee to be ſo mercifull 
vato me, 25 to {aueme from this great dan- 
ger, thorough thy almightie grace in Icſus 
Chrift thine onely Sonne, my Lord and S4- 
UWOour, Amen, 


Hauing 


O moſt holy and bleſſed Lord God, Ithe 
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Hauing thus praied, yea, and praied a-' 
gaine and againe, if need require, I muſt 


with a good courage put on the mind, that 
I wil rather endure any lefſe or dammage, 
then yeeld vnto that finne. And I muſt af. 
ſure my ſelfe , that how ftronglie ſocuer I 
am cempted , God will moſt certainly enx> 
ble me to endurethat temptation, vnleſſe I 


dalely conſent vnro it, 


When by the grace of God T am freed fr6 
any temptation, I muſt praiſe him thus; 

O the Father of mercy,and the fountaine 
of power, Ia moft weake wretch, notable. 
ro cefiſt the leaſt motion of ftnne that-may 
be, do heartily thanke thee for this graci- 
ous deliverance, which thow haft vouchſa- 
fedro giue vnto mee. O good Lord, I be- 
ſeech thee to continue thy grace towards 
mee, that I may alwaies be more 2nd more 
thankfull vneo thee, thorough Telus Chrift 
thine only Sonne my Lord,and Szuiour. A- 


men. 


If thorovgh want of heed, or by weake 
reſiſtance, 1 fall into any finne, I muſt ſo 
ſoone as I know it, make my confefſion, 


and prayer vmto God, thus; 


O moſt holy,and righteous Lord God,I 
moſt damnable finner hauc now finned a- 


gain(t 
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apainſtthee thus , and thus, &c. I crie thee 
mercy,O moſt mercifull Father,beſceching 
thee to giue meetrue repentance , pardon, 
and freedome from this , and from all wy 
ſinnes, thorough thine onely Sonne leſuy 
Cbriſt,my Lord and Saviour, Amen, 
Moreouer, becauſe I am much giuen to 
finne openly, thatis, inthe ſight, orin the 
hearing of ſome one. or many of Gods 
people, which is a great meanes to draw 
them into finne, or to harde them in finne, 
orat leaſt to diſcourage thoſe which make 
conicience of their conuerſation;vnto cue- 
ry one that ſhall heare or ſee me finning, I 
muſt, ſo ſoone as I perceive my finne, with 
all poſſible convenient ſpeed , very plainly, 
and repentingly , confefſe it thus ; Sucha 


thing you ſaw medoe: or, Such a thing 


you heard me ſay : Ibeſeech you for Gods 
ſake, totake great heed that ir cauſe noeuil 
effe& in you : for it was a finne againſt 
God, and therefore Icry God mercy for 
it, 
\_ ThusI muſt confeſſe any open fault ;yet 
ifit becommited in preacbing, writing, 0r 
howſocuer. A pulpit fault inthe ſame pul- 
pit, and tothe ſame company , muſt bee 
contcficd, Theſe be my rules for the pry 
| 116 
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Aiſe of zealous reformation, that I may be 
in very decd a member, and miniſter of the 
reformed Church. 

Now I will declare vnto you , how Ten- 
deauoured to bring my lelfe into thoſe 
foure Rules, and with what ſucceſle, 

All thereft of eApreiTin a manner loft, 
endeauouring very little or nothing : but 1 
could have no quietnefſe in minde Jonger 
then I intended that buſines, 

The firſt of Aſay,died in our pariſh a gen» 
tleman,one M.JY/'ilers, of the ſame tormen= 
ting diſeaſe which IT have : he had bin long 
time very greiuouſly pained with it, 

Every day, ſpecially inthe morning, it. 
plagued me. Wherefore to caſethe paine, 
I dranke much ſmsll drinke : and ſometime 
watcr,yea now and then , mine own water; 
becauſe I was told that ſo I ſhould be ea- 
ſed. But though1 dranke never ſo much, 
after it was pafled thorough my bodie, the 
paine came againe, Yet notwittſtanding 
allthis, I could not keep my ſelfe in the 
company of God, ſpecially when I was to- 
gether with any body: for then I fell into a 
ceale of idle vnholy communication, 

The eight of ay, beeing Sabbath day, 
in the cucnivg, theſe foure were together, 
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M. Sidney Zouch,M.Mathew Bate Phily 4. 
ram, Richard Kilby:we dranke at M.Matt, 
Bates houſe , who atthe parting ſaidthy 
vntovs; It is great oddes,that not all wee 
foure ſhalbe alive rhis day twelue moneth,! 
roundly rook the words ta my ſelf, judging 
that the firſt which muſt be gone was ],znd 
that god had put into his mind to ſay thole 
woras for my moniſhment, Yet ( ſce the 
ſetled wickedaeſle of mine heart) after my 
_ departure fromthe, I met with other com- 
pany,and fo meri!y delighted my ſelfe with 
prophane talke, that when I came into my 
chamber , 1 was forced to goe prayer-leſſe 
to bedde, becauſe my ſoule was confoun- 
ded, and aſhamed to looke vp towatds 
Cod. 2:24 
The morrow morning , I prayed thus; 
O bleſſed Lord God, moſt marucious art 
thou in goodnefle, and patience. Is it poſh- 
ble that thou canſt ferbeare rhe powring 
of thy juſt, and wrathfull vengeance vpon 
mee? O Lord, it is exceedingly enough 
thar thou haſt thus long forborne mec: Cut 
off, I beſcech thee , rhis moſt curſed courſe 
of my finne, and doe vnto mce that whicn 
is moſt pleaſing to thy holy will.O Lord,is 
there yet any kepe that I ſhould be oy 
e2, 
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Yes,with condicion of repentance, Woeis' 
mee | there is no poſhbilitic of my repen- 
trance, I cannot ſteadfaſtly continue in the 
purpoſe of relifting my ſinnes : yeaſolong 
as thy pleaſure is to preſerue me aliue, thou 
callet meevnto thee; O Gad, I would 
come; but I cannot: Iwill aflaic, O Ihave 
no faith, This is that which commeth of 
long living in finne, Yet whocan tell what - 
chou wilt doe, if I but offer to aſſay ? Wirth- 
out aſlaying, there is no turning : without 
rurning,no ſaluation. Therefore T will aſ- 
ſay, Good Lord, I cannot, How yncouth? 
How ſtrange? How beyond all poſhbilitie 
doth the prattiſe of a conſcionablelite 
ſceme vato mee? O Lord, beſides mine 
owne inward ynrepeatance , the violent 
fireame of this world hindereth mee, Moſt 
folke further mee in finne, ſome one way, 
{ome another. Butavery few holp mee to 
enterin atthe little doore of repentance. 
Men may talke much, and ptofeſſe great 
matters ; bur it is repentance that ſhall try 
what kind ef peeple they be. Ohow eafte 
athing iris to make an ourward ſhewe,, if 
that would ſerne the rurne? The heart muſt 
be vpright with ches, and che ſpirit muſt 
cleaue faſt ynto thee zelle it is nobargaine, 
no 
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No couenant berweene thee, andthe pary; if 
In the name of Ieſus I wil 2t{2y.O leluhel 
me, forthy moſt comfortable names fake, 
Amen, 


Thar very ſame day,] comming into come 
pany,turned from God. 


Tuelday I prayed thus; O Lord God,! 
do plainely perceive;chat to pray vnto thee 
for the grace of rep-ntance , and notto'en- 
force my ſelfeto praQtiſe the meanes is 1 
kind of mockery and a fearefall prouoking 
of thy diſpleaſure, Earneſt praier, and dili 
gent practiſe, will niutvally, thorough thy 
grace,ftrengthen each 'orher, But negleRt 
of praQtiſe, ſheweth cold devotion. There 
fore I purpoſe to force my ſelfe vnto this 
bufinefſe, O good Lord,be merciful vnto 
mee. Amen. 

My intolerable p?inc grew worſe and 
worſe, yetT could not frame my ſelfe'to 


take ary ſurc hold ypoa the grace of repen- 
rance. 


Munday the fixteenth of May, 1 prayed 
thus; O Lord God, had Tnot been a Rony 
hearted finner, this deadly windines wight 
haue terrified mee from finne aboue fixe 
yeares 2gone, O how bleſſed ſhould 1 _ | 
; aue 


a loaden conſtience, 75 


in hogleneſſe of heart ſerued thee!Now my 
time is gone; mine heart is dead within me. 
And though I ſhouldliue a while, this hel- 
liſh ſtrangury quire diſableth me: yet were 
I curned ynto thee; thou wouldeſt be very 
oracious yvato mee, Oh ! mine heart 1s fo 
deuilliſhly bent ro finne , thatno yowes, 
no oathes, nothing can turneit, O Lord, 
what ſhall I doe? 1 am as a imman that hath 


would not die; But woe is mee ! There is 
noremedie. Hethatis wounded to death, 


muſt die; yea, but thou youchſafeſt ro raiſe _ 


vp ſome by the grace 'of thy Sonne. True, 
Lord,crue it is.' Bur few of thac companie 
de ſuch as haue bin diſſembling hypocrites, 
And of all counterfeits, the moſt yacurable 
is a counterfeit-preacher of thy righteouſ- 
nes. - My ſoule can hardly thinke how ſuch 
2 one ſhould have the grace of repentance, 
Ofaltſuch, if any ſuch there 'be' befide me, 
I ani the worſt, Ogood Lord be mercifull 
yntome the worft of all finners. Amen, 

Friday the tweatiethof May, I prayed 
| thus; O good Lord, though the hardnes 
| of mine heart be exceedingly great, yer 


ought I nottodeſpaire:tor ihy Sonne _ 
net 


| kaue beene , had I bu: theſe fixelaft yeares. 


moſt deadly wounded himſeife\, and dying 
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-peth the kingdome. ef chy grace ynto x 
graine of mufterd ſeede, and wvntoalittle 
leaven. O my ſoule, haſt thou nor alittle 
faith! Looke vp vnro heauen, ang-crave 
of thy maker chat the fulnes of grace which 
isin Teſus Chriſt may have ſome lictle influ. 
ence, and entrance intothee,, by the holy 
Ghoſt. O-my good Lord , my ſouleis full 
of ynbeleefe, I beſecchithee ro bemercifull 
ynoto mine-vnbelecuing ſoule, Amen, 
About noone the {ame day , /hauing di- 
ned withtwo ſtrangers. (for llodge , and 
tablein a 'vitteling-houſe ) comming ints 
my chamber , I confefled;and prayed thus; * 
O Lord,whar am 1 thas I ſhould vndertake 
to walke,yprightly before thy face? I can- 
not, forths-company;/and preſence of any 
one draweth my minde-downe from 'thee. 
.O why :deeſt thou ſuffer the. poore chil- 
[dren of Adamto be thus carried away ? 1s 
. it becauſechou wilt have ir ſo?fie ypon mee 
fnne-blinded wrerch!! when a ſeruant for 
bis naughtines is turned: our of his ſervice, 
hee ſheuldlaie the blame of his miſerie vp- 
on himſelfe,and not vograciouſly exclaime 
that his lord had a purpoſe ro pur bim's- 
way bcfore cuer hee offended, Yes; but 
ſcely mancbinketb,tharchou who art ſore- 


| noWse 
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nowned, and famous for mercie; ſhouldeſt 
be mercifull vnco every one, Or if not ſo, 
becauſe then iuftice* ſhould nor be ſcene, 
nag. the benefir of mercie {o well appeare: 
yet the greater number ſhould haue mercie; 
ſpecially ſeeing that the God-man Teſus 
hath paid ſo great a ranſome for mercy, We 
do not con{ider that among many traytors, 
it is much if a King pardon one. Sinne is 
treaſon againſt thee, yeafarre more hay- 
nous,then the higheſt treaſo can be againſt 
Princes; becauſe thy Maieſtie is infioitely 
greater then theirs, Alſo thy hate of finn is __ 
aboue our ynderſtanding, for it is accor- 
ding to the meaſure of thy holineſſe, which 
1s vnmeaſurable, Ah! my father Adam lit- 
tleknew, how many thouſand thouſands of 
his owne naturall children, hee did throwe 
into everlaſting miſerie, in breaking thy 
commandement. He was well able ro have 
obeyed thy will: So am'not I : for from our. 
of him T have together with my bodie, re- 
ceived a wicked inclination, which now is 
by long cuſtome in finning,molt extreamly 
hardened, O good Lord, be mercifull ynco 
mee, Amen, 

That afternoene I kept my ſelfe within ; 


and the morroyy alſo,But Saturday at night 
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I by occaſion of companie, fell into yaine 
mirth, whercunto I am exceflively giuen, 
There is indeed a good kind of merriment, 
if we could hit yponit: for, according to 
the laſt, and in my weake iudgement, the 
beſt rranſlation of the Bible, He that of 4 
merry heart hath acontinuall feaft, Prou.rg. 
15.Butinthe Tewes language, a merry hear 
15a good heart ; and theretore there can be 
no {ound ſafe mirth without the grace of 
repentance. Can aſubije£t, rhough of high 
degree, beefrolike and iocand beforethe 
faceof the King, ſolong as his Maieſtie is 
gricuouſly diſpleaſed with him ? That were 
arcady way to diſcover an vnloyall hearr, 
which vnco a prudent Prince is verie abho- 
minable, Burt whar if the ſame ſubie& bee 
vpon humble ſubmiſſion received into bis 
'Soueraignes favour ? will he not be very 
"moderate in bis mirch, ſolong as heeis in 
the preſence of his Maieſtic ? will it notbe 
toy ſufficient vnto him, to be free from gi 
ving his Leige Lord any cauſe of diſtaſt, & 
to miniſter vnto himall poſſible good con- 
rentment? yea, elſe he is not fic ro bee 
the preſence of Maieftie, for hee eclipſeth 
the royall glory, which/cannor bur caule 
ſome euill effe& one waygor another,” $0 

| it 
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iris betweene the Lord of glorie;andthoſe 
which ſeruc in his preſence,thac isto ſay,all 
Chriſtians, N 03 070Y 7967 | 

The 22. of May; becing Sabbath, I was 
ſore plagued with the ſtranguriezyer going 
ro Church, and afrer divine ſeruice com- 
ming into the pulpic, Ifelt my ſelfe to be 
ſomething coole, and able to ſpeake. ' So 
might Thaue continued , but thatIdid as 
I would wiſh noman to do, ſtrainmy ſelfe 
with a kind of furiouſneſſe; the commen 
behaujour of ſuch as are tumultuouſly,con- 
tuſedly and rawlyprepared. 12>! © + 
- Thebeit way for a Preachers felfe, and 
the moſt likely to preuaile in» perſwading 
his hearers, is, if 1TÞece not nuuchdecciued, 
grave, milde, andcreatable ſpeech 

Ifa man perceciuc it.in himlelte, it is ave= 
ry grieuous fight to ſee corrupted nature 

play the part of grace, and with a {moakie 

flouriſh, make as thoughit would Kill che 
_ devill, beeing indeed his baſeſlaue, fo wil- 
liag to obey, as he to commaund, What a 
glorie is this to Sathan, what a diſhonour 
| to God ?. | , 

After I was come home, I prayſed God 
thus 3 O moſt excellently gracious Lord, 


what ſhall I inner doe? I am neither wor- 
| F 2 thy, 
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thy,nor able to praiſe thee: yet exceedingly 
bound todo it.O Lord,what moouethhee 
to be ſo goed ynto the workt of all ſinners? 
Onely.thine owne goodneſle : for in mee 
there isnothing but cauſes of prouocation; 
Yeaa thouſand, anda thouſand thouſand 
cauſes which cric ynto thee for vengeance, 
and.continually vrge thy wuſtice to pore 
a whole ſea of wrath'vpon me. And yet 
thou art gracious vnto:mee. Hadl1 the ho. 
lieft ſoule;, and the Rrongeſt bodie of all 
that liue*ypon the face of the carth, yes 
_ theugh Icovld live an hundred holy liues, 
& die as many right Martyrdomes in zeale 
of thee, and of thy truth, I ſhould not come 
neare vnto the making of a ſufficient re- 
compence for the goodnefle, patience, and 
forbearance which thou baſt gracioully 
ſhewed vnto mee. And yer, loe, moſt ile 
wretch that I am! I till liue in finne, and 
{o continue, diſpleafing and diſhonouring 
thee, O my good Lord, giue me grace to 
be once broken fromrhis deuilliſh wicked- 
nefle, though itbe with condition that] 
ſhalbe the moſt refuſe man of all theworld, 
Lay vpon me whatſoever thou wilt, one! 
Cisburden my conſcience of finne, and 
my body of this vuſupporrable paine _ 
4 rafts 
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ftravgury. Amen.. ©! 7 

At euening prayer, Iread and preached 
againe, Afterward beeing very much wea- 
ried, I hada minde to goe and, refreſh my 
ſelfe in company, (the bane of Sabbath day 
keeping) and went firſt to one houſe, then 
ro another,cading the dayvery heacheniſh- 


ly. 1 be 
: Monday after. ſupper, my minde; pre- 
tended reaſon ro. draw me abroad: & there- 
fore out 1 went. To eaſe my ftraggurie- I 
dranke at one houſe much beere zja3:an 0- 
ther whaie in fiead of beere,  _ »4.4+14 
Thurſday, a great -heate with a deadly 
faintnefle came vpon me; my left kidney 
was {ore pained, andthereuponI'was grie- 
uouſly tormented in the paſſage of my, wa- 
ter, #741 ' 9971 ne} 
The 29, of May, becing Sabbath, Irook 
a courſe Bore cake for my lelfe, andas 1 ve- 
rily beleeue,more profitable for the,pariſh, 
In the forenoone I preached 2 ſexmon, and 
at evening prayer after the ſecond lefſon, I 
asked a youth, who was well prouided to 
anſwer, three or fowre queſtions touching 
the foundationof Religion. Then I made 
thoſe ſhort anſwers plaine, and prooued 


them out of the Bible in halfe ao houres 
| F 3 ſpace, 
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ſpace.1 humbly aduiſe all young Preachers 
that they will not imagine they can build 
Jerufalefii ſuddenly for ſudden buildings 
'will-foene' fall downe: I maruell how it 
comimeth to paſſe, that in ſome plices, euen 
where learned Preachers haue killed them. 
ſclues-with ſore labours, the greaternum- 
ber of people are groflely ignorant; yea, 1 
ſay it agaite, and can prooue it, very groſ. 
ly ignorant. Icruſt I am vnder proteQtion, 
andthat maketh me the bolder to ſpeak my 
' minide; inthe feare'of God, andloue of my 
Countrey, The common ſort is much neg- 
leRed :for neither matter of doftihe, nor 
manner of (peach is fitred vnto their lowe 
and ſmalkcapacitie, 'Moſt people for ſome 
"three quarters of an houre, if they vnder- 
land the words, ahd perceiue the matter 
concerning their ſaluation ro be plainely 
prooued out of the booke of Gel, (which 
for otight I know, is of greaterreuerence 
with them, then with many of higher de- 
gree, and oreater vnderftandingz) I ſay, if 
they bee plainely andbriefly caught out of 
Gods booke, they will giue very diligent 
eare : But if-the Preacher confound their 
vnderſtanding,or be longer then ordinarie, 
they leaue all, and thinke thus - When will 
yol- 
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yonder man haue done 5 he hath noreaſon 
romakean ende, , | 

The next Sabbath the fifc of Tune, I did 
follow the ſame order which Itooke the 
Sabbath before. | 336 

Thurſday following I was drawne to. a 
feaft, and ſo into much finne : for 'no ſawce. 
is /o common at a feaſt as finne, Sinne ma- 
kerh all the company merrie: Sathan alſo 
hath bis fators, who beginne ſome one or 
other vngodly kind of merriment. I am na- 
turally ſuch a one,yea worſe then the worſt 
of them that are ſo diſpoſcd; yet this I ſay, 
While you live, blefle you fro thoſe which. 
are ſpeciall ringleaders in matter of ynholy 
paſtime: for the deuil himſelfe ſecteth thein 
a worke, | 

Friday I dined with certaine ftrangers, 
and ſo fell into forgerfulnes of God : after- 
wary comming into my chamber, I prayed 
cauUs 3 
O Lord God, how is it poſſible for him 
which ſeeth thee not, to Keep company 
with thee : I beleeuethart I am before thy 
face, what 2ileth me then,that I do not pro- 
feſſe and ſhew foorth this my belcefe ? be- 
cauſe there is no company to be had with 
moſt people,ifchis belecte be acted, & pur 
| | F 4 meo 
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into pradtiſe.I my ſelfe ſhould take it for at 
yncouth thing, if an other in my companie 
ſhould appeare co preſent himſclfe before 
thy face. Our diſpoſition abhorreth'to bee 
awed, our mindes are full of yanitie, wee 
are like ynto fooliſh ſchollers,tharloue nor 
to have their {choolmaſter in their compa» 
nie: yea, we are worſe then they ; for when 
their after is with them, though ir be ſore 
againſt their wil,yer they acknowledge his 
preſence:and if he be a wiſe man,tempering 
maſterly grauitie with fatherly gentlenefle, 
he ſhall in time winne thoſe rude ones te 
be glad ef his companie,and very reuerent- 
ly roloue him, as the parent of their good 
education : So wouldeſt rhou graciouſly 
worke ypon vs, if we would acknowledge 
thy prelence; but this is quite contrarie to 
the bent of eur hearts, O 900d Lord,Ibe- 
ſeechthee to be mercifull vnto vs. Amen, 
Thar day in the afternoone, I went to 
Church to bury an olde man, named Rich- 
ard Duke, and thence] went into the town, 
where, beeing in companie, I forgat God, 
and what any man perceiued in my behaut- 
our, I knowe not. Thence 1 came home, and 
afrer ſome idle communication with ſome 
which1 found in the houſe, commiog into 


my 
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my chamber, my ſpirit was ſo aſhamed to 
ſpeake ynto God, that I went prayerleſle to 
bedde, ; 

The morrow beeing Whirſunday-eue, [ 
was ſo grieuouſly tormented that I dranke 
belides much beere, foure quarts of water, 

Whitſunday one preached in my place 
both forenoone and afternoone. 

Munday by resſon of ouerfull diet ta- 
ken the day before, the winde cholike be. 
gan in my bowels, which held mee all day, 
and all night in ſore paine: yea,though I v- 
ſed both purges andclifers , it hung vpon 
me welnigh all the wecke following.I muſt” 
not tell how vnpatiently, how abominably 
I behaued my ſelfe,as I laie rormented with 
that-fir, O mo(t hely Lord, forgiue mee I 
beleech thee , and of thine exceeding great 
mercy free me fromthe wicked bondage of 
my finnes Amen, 

Trinitie Sunday I ſhould haue preached 
a ſermon at Kirk-Ireton, ſome eight miles 
from Derbie, where one M.Srorer ſometime 
a baker in London,bath giuen a ſermon to 
|  bepreached, and certaine monie diftriby- 
| tedthardaie yearely for cuer: whether, be= 

cauſe the zowne of Derbie is bound to ſee 


that worke performed, I had becne 3s 
Fen 
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FE remember , foure times, But my filthie 
Grangurienow ſo vexed me, that I could 
not ride : Wherefore rarying at home,] 
preached twiſe to mine own charge, Were 
I able, I would giue ſo. much vnto the pa- 
riſh of Alballowes in Derbie for cuer, a; 
ſhould keepe their owne Miniſter at home 
anong them; forit isa great company of 
people,and hath great neede of continuall 
carefull guidance in the way of God, 

The fixe and twentieth of Iune , beeing 
Sabbach,though ia the morning I was ſore 
troubled with the trangury , yet God of 
his mercy inabled metopreach in the fore- 
noone,and catechize in the afternoone. 
| He that had ſeene bow I Rtudied mon- 
daie,and tueſday for marter of prayer ,and 
Pſalmes vnto God, in defire & hope of de- 
liuerance out of the bondage of fine z and 
after all that, how quite contrarily 1 bent 
my courſe, would yerily be perſwaded that 
he had ſcene not one man, but two men in 
one outward likeneſſe, the one with many 
reares pitifully crauing mercie at the bands 
e: God,and the other turning his backeto 
God, and running away from him. 

Tueſday cuening I was ata place in the 
towne, prophanely pleaſing my ſelfe, Bee- 


10; 
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ing returned home, and fitting downe in 
my chamber, my minde left mee, and wear 
backe co the ſameplace againe, Ar laſt with 
much adoe, I ſtarted vp, and falling downe 
ypon 'my knees before the face of God, 
prayedthus; _._ 

O mycreator, thou ſeeſt how it is with 
mee; Thy goodnefile is moſt wonderfull, 
my wickedneſle is moſt yncurable, and vn= 
ſufferable, O make afpecdic cnd of my fin 
which way ſocuer it pleaſeth thee, & bleſs 
ſed for evermore be thy Name, Amen, 

The morrow I traggled not abroad, but 
mine afiettions were very vnruly ; yea, and 
that whieh is ſtrange, I could not framemy 
mind to take any deep conceit of the wice 
kednefſe of mine heart, Thus it is when a 
mans hearr is ſetled in the loue of any cuill, 
he is not able te thinke ſoofitas itis, 

Friday the firſt of July , I dined with a 
gueſt, a learned friend of mine ; who rooke 
occaſion to ſpeake, ſomewhat (yarpely a- 
gainſt Precifans. . This, Ithought, he did 
the rather, becauſe ſome informed him,that 
] was too familiar with ſuch people. 

Therefore to ſatisfie both that miniſter, 
& all others whom, it may concerne,I moſt 


humbly crauc the benefic of modeſt liber- 
tic 


that they are of that fide;yea,and the fidei 
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_ 'rie, to ſpeake without offence, what n 


-pooreſoule in the fight of God , thinketh 
rouching this diuifion. It hath bin a meane 
of great 8duantage both to Poperie & pro. 
phaneneſſe: yea, this wretchednes is cau- 
ſed by it, Vpon either ſide diuerfe have no." 
thing elſe to commend them, but onlythis, 


glad to make yſe of them. Ts it not a lamen- 
table caſe,that ſome appeare to haue aimok 
no conſcience bur ayainſt ceremonies, 0- 
ethers none but for ceremonies ? The Pre- 
cifian doth ( in my conſcience not without 
great cauſe) crie out againſt ignorant, idle, 
and propbane miniſters, Bur whereis the 
fault ? The coaſt had been wel! cleared by 
thistime of the daie , had not Saran cauſed 
church-gouernmenr to be both by way of 
{obernes, and in the faſhion of maddenes, 
veric fiercely aſſailed.” But co what end? to 
reforme the Church?No,to deforme.it. 
This is my beleefe concerning Church- 
gouernment, Can' any man truely ſay, 
Such alord Biſhop doth not ſeeke his own 
worldly commoditie, but the edifying of 
his Dioceſfle, and the glory of Ieſus Chrifi? 
Doth it evidently appeare that his whole 


bent is in thediligent diſcharge of his office 
to 
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to approoue himſelfe vynto God, and vnto 
every conſcience of 'men in the fight of 
God? Then will I conclude ypon my ſoules 
erill; 
F There is the Apoſtolicall Church-go- 

uernement of Ieſus Chriſt, 
Ifany ſuch there be, who cannot in ſome 
good meaſure be erucly ſoreported of , the 
calamitie is great, the judgement very fear=- 
full. Yet becauſe of perſonall faults, tode- 
froy a diuine ordinance, and bring in con-. 
fuſion, the calamitie would be greater,the 
wdgement more fearefull. 1 
Indeede, Church-diſcipline is not reue 

renced for want of holy ſ{ceucrity. The pu- 
niſhment of fornicazion and adulterie, 
&c, is little elſe but large fees: A filthie 
gaine, fie ypon it! I would increat leaue to 
ſpeake once more, Touching the miniſte- 
rie, beſides what I haue by rhe way ſigni» 
fied already, I humbly pray great Schol- 
lers,and all that ſeceke after riches, and ad- 
yancement inthe Church, to ponder theſe 
my words; x 
The Goſpel of the Sonne of God, muſt, 
and will firſt throwe downe Pride, and 
Couerouſnes, before it worke an yniuerſall 


goodin this kingdome. - ; 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe rwo great fins cannot be vpheld 
any way, but only by Popery:for they muſt 
be accompanted with a ſuperſtitious con- 
ceit that pormp is religion: which, when all 
haue ſaid what they can ſay,the Goſpel wil 
not endure.So, I hauc done. 

The ſame friday after that I had dined,it 
came into my mind to goe into the towne, 
as formerly I had done, ButT felt in mine 
heartnodefire to goe. Therefore comming 
into my chamber, I beganne to wonder at 
my ſelte, what ſhould aile me, fearing lealt 
ſome ſecret deadlinefſe had ſeazed vpon 
mine heart. Atlaſt, Ibrake out into theſe 
words, Whatſocuer is the cauſe, blefled be 
the name of God, O good Lord, let what- 
ſoeuer comeypon me, ſo that my ſpirit may 
be ſctled inthis diſpoſition : And I ſhall be 
boundrtopraiſc thee moſt ioyfully for euer- | 
more. Amen, | 

That day I kept my ſelfe within, and the 
morrow,and the Sabbath day,hauing got- 
ten oneto ſupply my place. 1-06, 

All the next weeke I continued ſo, and 
the Sabbath followin g , my place beeing 
ſupplied by onepreacher in the forenoone, 
and an other in the afternoone, 

Wedneſday the thirteenth of Tuly, _ 
1647 cc- 
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keeping within,prayed chus; © 721 
O moſt holy , and dreadfull Lord Cod), 
with what face can ſo hainous a finner as I 
am, dare ro ſpeake vntothy moſt glorious 
Maicſtie,or be ſo bold co aske any thing'of 
thee? Thy moſt wonderfull goodvefle 
emboldeneth me, And yer till methinkes 
lam paſt grace, becauſe finne doth ſo-a4 
bound in me. O Lord, my finnes are as 
the ſand of the ſea ynnumberable, & there= 
fore my ſoule muſt needs be thorougly, 
and thoroughly ſtained: for euery line {6 
often as it is yeelded ynto,worketh a black. .. 
blemiſh into my ſoule, Woe is me! my 
ſoule is wholly overrun with a moſt foule 
filthy leprofie, This is all wy comfort, that 
thy ſeruant ſaith, Rom, 5. 20. Where ſine 45 
bounded , grace did much more abownd, The 
more deadly the diſeaſe,the more ſoveraign 
the medicine, the more exccller the Phyli- 
tian that cureth it, O God, thow art able to 
doe whatſoever powerfull work thou wilt; 
yea thou canſt de infinitly more then tho 
wilt, Buthere is the greateſt wonder, that 
thou ſhouldeſt vouckſafe ro worke 3 moſt 
admirable cure ypon hia yato whom thou 
mayeſt moſt iuſtly ſay, 


Away from me thou moſi damaablefin- 
ner? 


. 
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ner: Away out of my light: I will notpys. | 
don thee; becauſe rhou baſtmoſt grieuoul. | 
ly diſpleaſed, and vnpardonably diſhonoy- 
red me, inbreaking the lawes of my king. 
dome, in refuſing my proffered grace, in 
taking vpon thee :o be a preacher of my 
righteouſnes,and denying the power ther- 
of. 

Yet bleſſed Lord, ſolong as the Tudge 
doth not giue order that the condemned 
priſoner bee taken from the barre, the 
poor wretch cries for his precious life, ſay- 
ing, Metcie good my Lord Judge, mercie 
for Teſus Chriſts ſake, 

The name /eſus, with an carthly Chriſtian 
Judge, cannot but be of great force,8: muſt 
needs mooue him very much : for itis the 
name of his deare Sauiour, the onely name 
whereby he truſteth to be ſaued. Bur ofall, 
and aboue all, thename /eſi# is molt preci- 
ous inthy fight, beeing not ſuperſtitiouſly 
parrared, bur mournfully preſented vato 
thee. Therefore though a thouſand thou- 
ſand ſeuerail indicements be found againſt 
me, and though the lawes of thy kingdoms 
do congemne me; yet ſeeing. that it is thy 

goodpleaſure, to ſuffer mero ſtand inthy 
preſence, and notto bee taken our of this 
world, 


=} 
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world , I crie vnto thee, ſaying; Mercie 
Lord God almighty,mercie for thine onely 
begotten Sonnes ſake, Iefus Chriſt, God & 
man crucified : for the loue of him, blefled 
Lord be mercifull ynto me the worſt of all 
hnners, Amen, Amen, 

Towards eucning I being puniſhed with 
the hotte paſſage of my water, painfulneſle 
abour the left kidnie , and burning of the 
right foote, was much afraid of a deadly fic 
of the ſtone, and therefore prayed thus 

O my good Lord, it is 2 moſt miſerable 
ſtate, for a man hauing ſpent his cime in fin, 
to die before that he haue in the way of res 
pentance, done any ſeruice vnto thee, This 
dolorous diſeaſe trormenteth me ſore, and 
threatneth to kill me, O Lord, might irc 
pleaſe thee in ſome meaſure to rebuke ir, 
that T may liue a while, and glorifie thy 
grace inthe zealous reformation of lifez O 
how ſhould I then be bound co prayſe thy 

bleſſed name! ; 

Me thinks I heare thee ſaying vnto mee; 

Thou vaine man, that talkeſt ſo much, and 

makeft ſo many doubts, wouldings, and 

wiſhings, letme ſee thee onceturne vnto 
me, and then thou ſhalt know more of my 


mind: yntill then, all chat thou ſayeſt or do- 
G 2 eſt 
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eſt is a3 nothing : Therefore make no more 
words, but turne ſpeed.ly from fin whileſt 
time ſerues,and ſay thou haſt faire warning, 

O moſt gracious Lord, I haue long had, 
and yet have, bleſſed be thy uame,yvery faite 
warning ; I will kenceforth endeauour to 
turne ynto thee, through Iefus Chriſt, A. 
men. 

Thurſdaie I beganne te fing a morning 
Pſalme, which 1 purpoſed thence-forthto 
ling cuery morning, hauing alſo prepared 
an evening Palme, to bce ſung vato the 
Lord God, after that I am once well entred 
into the praCtiſe of repentance, 


« Mine cuening Plalme, ro the 
Kentiſhtune, 


— ——_ — 
ak — es em ne - —_— 
fo "6" —— n—_—_ A . | — 
w = <d- BY nes > reemnnes. ans {2 w- a  * 
In —_ — Prongh __ , 4m o——— p_ 


Lord moſt high,and mighty God, 


I hnnefull wretched man, Confeſſe to 


thee lo heartily, as poſſibly I can, 


That marucilous exceeding great 
thy goadnes is to me, 
Who haue been alwaies moſt ynkind, 
and gricuous vato thee, : 


Theſe very many yeares thou haſt 
( awonderirt's to tell ) 

Pceſeru'd my dying life, els I 
ſhould now haue been in hell, 


Euen hitherto,O gracious God, 
thou haſt vpheld me till, 

Wh6 thou moſt iultly might long fance 
haue left ro Sathans will, 


What ſhall I therefore ſay, O Lord, 
to thee for thy goodneſle ? 

O that my heart and tongue were fit 
. thy goodnefle to contefle! 


O God my poore and finnefull ſoule 


moſt humbly ſues to thee: 
That from this filthy wickedneſſe, 
thou wilt once ſer me free, 


Now bleſſed Lord, free meIpray, 
free me for Chriſt his ſake, 
Thar of thy mercies in him 1 
wy ſongs may cuer make. 


G 3 
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Then will I praiſe thine holy name, 
for euer more and more, 

Withall my heart,ſoule,ftrength,& might, | 
I will praiſe thee therefore. 


O Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, 
All glorte be to thee: 

To theethree perſons in one God, 
one God inperlons three, 


Thurſday at dinner, I fell into much yn. * 
charitable ſpcech concerning diverſe folk: 
Therefore comming into my-chamber, 1 
confefled and prayed thus; | 

O-/Lord, I haue finned againſt thee in 
ſpeaking vncharitably of many people. 


Thou knoweſt that it is a common praiſe 
of moſt companies, in talking to ſhoote at 
rouers, and for lacke of other markes, to 
ſpare neither theliuing, nor. the dead, A 
cruell ſinne, and very foule in any, ſpecial- 
ly in a minifter of thy Sonne Chrift:for that 
gracious Lord was ſo farre from ſpeaking 
tl of others, that he had no minde to heare 

any body ill ſpoken of, Yea, hee choſe 14- 
ther to buſie himſeife in Rooping downe, 
and writing vponthe ground with his fin- 
ger, then to haue nothing elſe ro doe, bur 
©O glue care vnto a bad report ; though If 

were 
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were neuer ſo true: Ioh.8.6. O good Lord, 
pardon my wickedneſle, and give me grace 
roleaue it, through Jeſus Chriſt thine one- 
ly Sonne my Lord, and Sauiour. Atnen, 
Thar euening , I hauing not been out of 
doores a whole fortnight before, went 
foorth to ſee Philip eAranm, who was then 
newe come home from London, and told 
me of the good healthof my worſhipfull 
friend Mr. Richard Sedley of Southfleet in 
Kent ; a gentleman endued with many yer- 
tues, ſpecially deuotion towards God, and 
charitie towards the poore, And becauſe 
I haue raken occaſion to ſpeake of vertues, 
ſo rare in theſe euill, yet good-ſceeming 
daies, I cannot forbeare toe commend vato 
men of worth, and worſhip, a very notable 
patterne of right gentrie, Sir #illian Seadley 
the elder brother, whoſe equal in bountiful 
relecuing of Gods poore I never knewe, 
and am much afraid thatTI never ſhal know. 
Fooliſh pride, vnſatiable couetoulnes, and 
pampering gluttony, haue baniſhed hoſpi- 
ralitie, and vrterly retounced liberalicie, 
Woe is mee for them |! How ynalike them- 
ſelves doe many great ones live? Hurtfall 
| to how many? good-to how fewe? The 
world is too too ful'of petty tyrants, whole 
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iudgement lingreth not, but followeth fo 
faſt ypon them, that it ouertaketh ſome be- 
fore they die, and many in the next genera- 
tion, If any aske, what reaſon I haue in 
confeſſing wy owne finnes , to ranſack the 
faults of others? Mine anſwer is, I am, 
though moſt ynworthy , a profeſſed Prea- 
cher of righteouſneſſe , & therefore bound 
in conſcience to doe what I poſſibly can 2- 
gainſt finn, The day of mine account draw- 
ethvery neere, Ihaue fooliſhly loſt much 
precious time. Wherefore I am defirous to 
make all the vie that may be ofthis ſmall 
remnant. Ibumbly beſeech all people,that 
in tender compaſſion of my greztloſle, and 
fearefull danger, they will be pleaſed to 
beare with mee, if I ſeeme vnto them to 
ſpeake of any thing ouer-harſhly, God Al- 
mightie knoweth that I beartily wiſh all 
good ynto all people. Now I returne to my 
ſelfe : I ſata while with my loving friend 
Philip Aram, and certaine other , whether 
they tooke knowledge of any offence of | 
mine, I know not, This i knowe , when | 
came home, my conſcience found much 
fault in my behauiour, and therefore I was 
driuento cry God mercy for my forgetful- 
neſle of his all-ſceing,all. hearing preſence. 
Fry. 
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Fryday, by reaſon of diverſe which came 
vato mee, I loſta grear part of the day, 
Therefore at night I confcſſedand prayed 
thus: O moſltrighteous Lord, I havethis 
Cay not only loft my time, bur alſo by occa« 
fon of company, indangred my weake bo- 
dicin drinking much betweene meales, I 
haue aiſodin a partaker of muchidle, and 
vncharitabletalke, I beſeech thee to give 
me the grace to be truely turned from theſe 
and from all my finnes,that I may be ſeued. 
Amen. | 

Saturday about nine of the clocke in the. 
torcnoone [ prayed, as Ithinke, more de- 
voutly, and effeQtually then euer before. A-; 
mong other words of complaint touching 
my Gate, I ſpake thus; There is no poſlibi- | 
litie, no likelihood of repentance in me,be- 
ing within my ſelfe ſo accuſtomed to finne, 
& without ſo holden ynto it by the world, 
How can I haue avy hope to 3riſe out of 
the hell of ſinne, ſeeing that I have theſe 
twentie ycares and more afſaied,and aſlaicd 
to ariſe,and (till alwaies fallen down again? 
Yet © Lord, there is hope in thee, though 
none in mce,V ouchſafe ro make an cnde of 
my finning, whatſocuer become of me. My 


duty is to craue mercy of thee. Good Lord, 
G 4 I crauc 
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I craue it : good Lord vouchſafeto giue it 
for thy tender mercies ſake : for thy deere 
Sonne !eſus Chriſts ſake, &c. 

Ar dinner, I ſpake my minde touching a 
matter which concerned me not. Alſo] 
ſpake too farre, Therefore comming into 
my chamber,1 confefled,and prayed thus; 

O my good Lord, I haue doubly offen- 
ded, in medling with other folkes buſines, 
& in ſpeaking beyond the compaſle which 
any whome it concerneth ought to have 
kept himſelfe within. Good Lord conuert 
me, and forgiue me, Amen. 

The 17. of /uly, being Sabbath,I wasin 
the morning ſore tormented with the ftran- 
gurie; yet by the goodnes of God, in the 
forenoone Ipreached, Alſo after dinner 1 
went and prayed with an olde aged good 
woman, widow Hzilborne, the mother of 
my faithfull friend Raph Milborne deceaſed, 
Ar cuening prayer after the ſecond leſſon, I 
asked a youth three or foure queſtions tou- 
ching a foundation-point of religion , and | 
briefly made plaine his anſwers, After all 
this, I was in great danger of a relapfe;for 
was intreated to go thither, where I ſhould 
very grieuouſly haue diſpleaſed God, and 
that through mine owne wickedneſſc, But 


by 


a loaden conſcience. Ion 


by the grace of God, much againſt mine 
owne will,I refuſed to goe, = | 

Whereas I made mention of my faithfull 
freind Raph Milborne, .T intreat the gentle 
reader,and hearer to take knowledge from 
me of certain notable properties that were 
in him very plainly to be teene.” He was re- 
ligious towards God, and that not by way 
of \chiſme,difſention I meane, but in peace, 
Hee loved his miniſter, yea heloued all mi- 
niſters that were for the preſent ſtate of the 
Church, and of conſ{cionable behauiour, 
Hee was dutifully kind -vnto his aged pa- 
rents: for he ſuſtained them both varill his 
tathers death, then his mother vatill his 
owne death,and by bis will cooke order for 
her maintenance fo long as it ſhould pleaſe 
God to giue her the continuance of life. At 
his death he gaue portions vnto many bro- 
tners,and ſiſters, & to a many of cheir chil- 
cren, He was of behauiour very temperate, 
diſcreer,and patient, He was farre from the 
diſpoſition to drinke, and domineere 1n ta- 
uernes, and ale-houſes : he did ofcen chide 
me, becauſe I was ſometimes forward to 
goe,and other times eafie to be —— 
to ſuch places, 


It were pittie that the memorie of theſe 
V Cr. 
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veriuves ſhould haue bin buried with him: 
for] knew hardly any one of his rank eue. 
ry way for goodnes matchable with bim, 
Some may be ready enough to commend 
themtelues,rhough an indifferent man ſhall 
havemuch adoeto find any thing that is 
werthy of commendation in them, There- 
tore arnis buriall I rook this text, Prou.20, 
6. Moſt men will preclaime enery one hu owne 

gooareſſe:but a farthfull man who can find? 

Wedneſday the 20, of /ulie,] was ſo be- 
yond meaſure tormented in the water pal- 
ſage, and ſo burned in the ſoles of my feet, 
that I was forced to {tand barefooted, and 
barelegged : yea, having avecſlc!l of new 
drinke ftanding by me, with a bagg of pur- 
ging powderin it,( for my body couid not 
els be kept from deadly coftiuenes,)I drank 
glaſſe after glaſſe, kneeling vpon my knees, 
and calling very lamentably ypon the name 
of God, They that at any time haue drunke 
bealths kneeling, had they ſeene me vpon 
my knees, weeping and praying, and drin- 
King, would h:ue bin terrified from that 
barbarous faſhion oftheirs, 

Friday the 22.0ft Islie, I was in the after- 
Noone taken With a deadly paine vpon my 
left ide,and therewithal an extreame "_ 

ie 
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die faintnes opprefied the lower parts of 
my breaſt, ſo that mine heart was continu- 
ally ready to faile. This' held me vncill it 
was wel nigh midnight, lying full of pain, 
and calling vpon the name of the Lord. 
Then had T ſome reft yntill morning, and 
then it beganne againe, This praier I often= 
times made voto the Lord while I was in 
corment; | 

O moſt gracious God, if it be thy good 
pleaſure, that I ſhall in moſt Humble and 
zcalous repentance, glorifie thy name, 
vouchſate tor leſus Chriſts fake corcbuke._ 
this wy diſeaſe, But if it pleale thee nor to 
make that vie of me, beeauſe I am moſt 
excecdingly vnworthy, and vpfit to doe 
thee aty acceptable fcruice;then moſt blefe 
ſed Lord , withdraw thine hand from me, 
and let me die, For why ſhould weliue any 
longer to diſpleaſe, and diſhonour thee, 
and to cauſe any more cuill voto my bro- 
therz and bers the children of Adam? Ho- 
ly. Lord, yet I heartily with glory voto thy 
name, andall good vnto thy people. So I 
bequeath my ſelfe vnto thy pleature, My 
finne be deficoyed, thy wili ve Gone, and 
bleed for cucr be thy name, Amen. A- 
mein, 
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Towards night I felt ſome eaſe in my 
fide, and breaſt; but was pained inmy kid. 
nies. 

The foure and twentieth of Tuly, beeing 
ſabbath, one ſupplyed my place at Church, 
and I kept at home, That day ſome came 
vnto me, with whom T fell in talke , and by 
that meanes forgat both the preſence of 
God,and the holinefle of the day. 

Mon&eay morning I was ſore tormented, 
ſo that my feere burned very painfully; ſpe- 
cially the right foote, I dranke great plenty 
_ of ſmall beere, and yer burned ii, Inthis 
jore rorment,I praied thus; 

O the fountaine of right goodnes, kind- 
nefle, and mercy , I the moſt hainous of all 
thine enemies ypon earth , in this my grei- 
nous miſery,haue none to flie vnto for belp 
but onely thee, O holy Lord, I bauefin- 
ned againſt thee : Thaue finned ; O I haue 
tinned, and moft vnſufferably prouoked 
thine Almighty maieſty, to deſtroy mee 
with moſt wrathfull vengeance, And doel 
now m my ſelte-wrought miſery come 4 
begging to thee for eaſe? yea bleſſed Lord, 
forI have no whether elſe to goc : & there- 


fore I throw my ſelfe down before thy face 


humbly crying thee mercic , and ſaying; 0. 


righte- 


a loaden conſcience. 
righteous Lord, here lieth thine enemy, a 
great traytor to thy kingdome, and glory, 
craving mercy at thy moſt mercifull hands, 
and beſceching tnee, not onely to pardon 
me thine owne vengeance, but alſo tore- 
leeue me in this tormenting miſery , which 
[in fioning againſt thee haue brought yp- 
on my ſelf,cuen by the wicked diſordering 
and diſtempering of my bodie, Againe,me 
thinkes thou ſayeſt vnto me; Ab thou wret. 
ched man,doe not I ſhewe thee great mer- 
cy in ſuſtaining thy dying life , and calling 
thee vnto me ? Why doelt not thou come 
nearer vnto me? why doeft thou not con- - 
tinually ſer me before thy face, and ſubmir 
thy ſelfe vnto my pleaſure ? Thou knoweſt 
thou art ſhort of this, and therefore if thou 
expecteſt grace from me, come nearer vnto 
me; for thou art yet toofarre off to receiue 
comfort inte thy ſoule, 

O my Lord God, i come; drawe mee, 
and I will come: I will continually minde 
thee, feare thee, and call ypon thee. A- 
men, 

Thurſday the 28. of Iuly, I beeing hor- 
ribly tormented,prayed thus; 

O moſt gracious God ; thou ſeeſt that 


this painfull , and leathſome dilcaſe, will 
Ircat- 
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oreatly hinder me in thy ſeruice, O there. 
tore that it would pleaſe thee to eaſe me of 
it, and to lay ſome other iudgement ypon 
me fo great as this,but not ſo ſhameful,and 
binderous, Me thinkes I heare thee (ay ya 
2gaine; 

I tell rhee thou finner , when thy ſeruice 
pleaſech me, my grace ſhall be cuery way 
ſufficient for thee. 

Moftholy Lord, this I verily belceue: 
therfore inthe aame of I:ſus Chriſt hence- 
foorth I will wholly endeauour to pleaſe 
thee. Amen. 

The laſt day of Tulie, beeing Sabbath, 
though I was ſoretormented, I had no re 
medy, but needs muſt preach my ſelfe : for 
neither was I prouided of any ſupply,anda 
Churchwarden camerto tell me, the pariſh 
tooke it in diſpleaſure that I my lelfeper- 
formed nor my dutie., That day I preached 
twiſe, to the great hurt of my body , which 
eppeared by many little ſhreads of sKkinne 
which came trom me in my water. 

Monday the firft of Auguf?, ſuch a arov- 
he windie weakenes hung vpon me, {pect- 
ally in my breaſt and head,thar many times 

] was ready tofall, and had much adoe to 
ſand:apainfullſleepines was ſtil comming 
vpoR 


a loaden conſcience, 

vpon mee, Whether I did read or write, 
Monday night I becing in bed, and fallen 
into a {lumber , I was ſo trangely taken as 
never before: Come thing ſeemed to be vp- 
on my backe,& ſoto preſſe me downe,rhat 
my face was held hard to the pillowe, and 
much winde brake our at the right care,Be- 


ing very troublouſly waked, 1 called Vp». 


oa my £006 Lord for mercy, iperceined a 
ſhinering windines off: cring to ariſe out of 
my thighes.] tooke this by ouertorcing my 
ſeife in preaching vpon the Sabbath day, if 
Ibe not much deceiued. Ir plealed God, 


thac afterward I had ſome quiet reſt : but i 


towards morning the cruel '(irangury came 


 Vpon me, Alas, that there is no remedy for 


ſuch filthy cormenting diſeate!aPhyfitian 
writing vnto me,among other words, ſaid 
thus; 

Know that your diſeaſe is incurable, 

The feauenth of Augutt y ins Sabbath, 
my difeaſe tilt rormenting me, I prayec, 
and vowed thus; 

O molt holy , and righteons, , £00d, and 
gracious Lord God , I the moſt foule and 
fil:hy ſinner of ai! the world, do here make 
a complai: ir of my ſclfe vato thy glorious 


and b vleile ] waicfy ,thaciamnot ficcoliue 
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greatly hinder me in thy ſeruice, O there. 
fore that it would pleaſe thee to eaſe me of 
it, and to lay ſome other judgement ypon 
me ſogrear as this,but not ſo ſhameful,and 
biaderous, Me thinkes I heare thee (ay yer 
2gaine; 

I tell thee thou finner,, when thy ſeruice 
pleaſerh me, my grace ſhall be cuery way 
ſufficient for thee. 

Moftholy Lord, this I verily belceue: 
therfore in the name of I:ſus Chriſt hence- 
foorth I will wholly endeauour to pleaſe 
thee. Amen. 

The laſt day of Tulie, beeing Sabbath, 
though I was foretormented, Thad no re» 
medy, but needs muſt preach my ſelfe : for 
neither was I provided of any ſupply,anda 
Churchwarden camerto tell me, the pariſh 
tooke itin diſpleaſure thar I my ſelfe per- 
formed not my dutie, That day I preached 
twiſe, to the great hurt of my body ; which 
appeared by many lirtle ſhreads of skinne 

which came trom me in my water. 

Monday the firt of Auguf?, ſuch a drou- 
he windie weakenes hung vpon me , ſpeci- 
ally in my breaſt and head,that many times 
] was ready tofall, and had much adoe to 
ſtand:apainfull{leepines was ſtil comming 
- Vpon 
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ypon mee, whether I did read or write. 
Monday night I beeing in bed, and fallen 
into a {lumber , I was ſo ſtrangely taken as 
neuer before: Some thing ſeemed to be vp- 
on my backe,& ſoro preſſes me downe,rhac 
my face was held hard to the pillowe, and 
much winde brake our at the right care, Be- 
ing very troublouſly waked, I called vp- 
oa my £006 Lord for mercy, iperceined a 
ſhinering windgines offcring to ariſe out of 
my thighes.I tooke this by overtorcing my 
ſelfein preaching vpon the Sabbath day,if 
Ibe not much deceived, Ir pleated God, 
thac afrerward I had ſome quiet reſt : bur ._. 
towards morning the cruel '{trangury came 
ypon me, Alas, that there isno remedy tor 
ſuch a filthy tormenting diſeafe!aPhyfitian 
writing vnto me,among other words, ſaid 
thus; 2; 
Know that your arſeaſe is incurable, 

The feauentih of Auguit being Sabbath, 
my dileale tilt rormenting me, 1 prayec, 
and vowed thus; 

O molt holy , and righteous, good, and 

racious Lord God, I the moſt foule and 
fil:by ſinner of ai! the world, do here make 
a complai:t of my ſelfe vato thy glorious ' 
anc blefſed maicty , taar 1amnot fit roliue 
1 


x08 The unburthening of © 

- jotby fight, much leſſe to ſeruethee inthy 
ooſpel of thy Sonne; becauſe I do not walk 
with thee, nor keep my ſelfc in thy com. 
panic,as thy ſeruants doe. O be mercifull 
vnto me I beſcech thee : I have heretofore 
made many vowes, that I would enforce 
my ſelfe to waite vpon thee, But woe is me 
I haue not kept them : now I moſt humbly 
pray thce,that all my former vowes may be 
ſhut ypin this which Iam minded to make 
ynto thee, And this it is; This day two ſe- 
verall preachers will ſupply my place: Ibe- 
ſcechthee to blefle rhem with holy martter, 

hallowed afte&tions,powerfull vtterance,& 

o00d {ucceſle.It I do not from this day for- 

ward,very conicionablyendeauour to hold 

my ſeltc tothe practiſe of my foure Rules, I 

Wil tnenext Sabbath day quite put my ſelfe 

out ofthe minifterie; yea, and openly pro« 

feſle vntothe world , that therefore 1 doe 
it, becauſe my conſcience doth certainly 
iudge mee not to bce fir to preach the 
Goſpell. Good Lord, this is my vowe. 
If 1 either reforme my felfe from this 
day forward, or for default thereof, leaue 
the miniſterie,] breake nor my vow.lt 1 co 
neither the one, nor the other,ler me bee- 
uerlaiiingly torſaken of Ieſus Chriſt, If I 
conſci- 
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conſcionably reform my ſelfe by thy grace, 
and ſo continue with thy fauour in themi-. 
niteric, O that thou wilt be mercifull vnro 
me touching this horrible diſeaſe. Then 
ſhall I holily and wholly berake my ſelfe ro 
ſerue thee, as mine hearts deſire is to doe, If 
I reforme not my ſelfe, and therefore, as 
my vow requireth, leane the minifterie, T 
aske no more, but the deftruion of my ſin 
tothy good pleaſure and glotie.Now bleſ- 
ſed Lord,1 offer vp this yowe vnto theefor 
an everlaſting deed,and thereunto vnchan- 
geably ſay, Amen.Be it neuer changed, bur. 
euer in force berweene thy bleſſed Maickie 
and me, Amen, ” Sept 
That day ſome came vnto me, and what 
with orte matter, what with an other, cau- 
ſed me to talke atrandome,as though I had 
not been in the companie of God, When 
they were gone, Ictyed Cod miercy,& pro- 
miſed to be more mindefull ofhis preſence, 
and fearefull of his difpleaſure, Ar nighc 
ſome came to me againe,and talkivg of ina- 
ny things, mooued me to pafle my bounds, 
but not ſo much as before: yer all this while 
I was not entred into my vowed praQtiſe. 
This I did fully perſwade my ſelfe, that if 1 
could in companic be mindfull of God, and 
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ſhunne the diſpleaſing of his maieſtie 3, 
were ih. a verie faire torwardoes of refor. 
mation,” : 
Mondaie the eight of Auguſt, I held my 
ſclfe vnto my prayers and bulineſle careful- 
ly , thinking how I ſhould avoid the great 
danger of companie, and talking : Iprayed 
vnto the Lord thus ; 
| O good Lord, thou ſeeſt that my diſpo- 
faction 1s hardened in finne, and moſt vnto- 
ward ynto thy ſervice: Thou ſceſt alſo how 
apt other folke are to further mine vato- 
wardnefle, to hinder my repentance. Ihbe- 
ſeech thee, that for thine only-Sonnes ſake, 
thou wilt powerfully breake me from mine 
 vntowardnes, & prepare me in thy feare to 
{hunne the manifold wickednefſe which js 
one way,or another cauſed by companytug 
and talking. Bleſled Lord, truc its, as] 
rake-harme by others,ſo they take harm by 
me: for thy mercies ſake be mercifull voto 
vs, and keepe vs from cauſing any barme 
one to another, Amen, Aman. 
Betweene tenne and eleuen of the clock, 
there came ſome ynto me about a matter of 
vokindnes between certain parties ; which 
bad not then been called into queſtion, if 
- had concealed a report which in writing 
Was 


 aloadey conſcience, It 
was given vnto me, and which I was yerie 
confidently willed ro ſhewe ynto whome 1 
would. Itis likely that many an one would 
haue thought himſelfe well warranted to - 
ſhew ir,ſpecially if it had concerned him ſo 
neerely as it did me, Iſhewed itnot, bur 
onely told a certaine part of it, which cau- 
ſed the comming of thoſe men vnto me, Abe 
ter that we had talked ef the buſinefle, and 
they were gone, I confeſſed, andprayed 
thus vnto God ; Loew ; 

O moſt gracious Lord, I did euill in re« 
ceiuing that paper, and worſe in ſpeaking 
of any thing written in it, I beſeeeh thee to. 
pardon me,and to giue grace that I may ne- 
uer-hereafter ſpeake any thing of that mat= 
ter, but onely my bounden thanks & praiſe 
ynto thee, through ITeſus Chriſt thy Sonne, 
my Lord and Sauiour, Amen. | 
In the afternoone'vpen occaſion I praied 
thus ; -* I 

O moſt gracious Lord,thou ſeeſt that by 
thy goodnefle I goe not out toſeeke com- 
pany: perceive it is great folly foto doe, If 
any come vato me, and enter into friuo- 
lous talke, I cannot ell what 1 ſhould doe, 
Thy ſpirit faith, that in the multitude of 


words,there wanteth not finne,Pro.10.19, 
| H 3 And 
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And what great lofle of precious time com: 
-meth vnto men by yaine idle communicati. 
on,I know by experiEce to my preat priefe, 
Moft mercifull Lord, thou hauing brought 
methus farre, and broken me from ſeeking 
companie, from ioyning in emptic words, 
- youchſafe to magnifie thy mercy,in making 
me to preuaile againſt this impediment,and 
all others , that I may euerlaſtiogly praiſe 
thy name therefore, through Ieſus Chriſt 
thine onely Sonne , my Lord and Saviour, 
Amen, 

Tureſdaic morning, the ſtrangury pained 
| meveric gricuouſly, and my feete were in 
fuch an extreame heate, that I was forced 
to tand barefooted, In this burning tor- 
ment] prayed, O moſt mightie, and moſt 
mercifull Lord God, my Maker , and Saul- 
our,of thy moſt tender compaſſion, & moſt 
excellent mercie, vouchſafe I beſcech thee, 
to eaſe me of this filthy rormenting diſeaſe 
& lay vpon me in ſtead thereof what croſle, 
what iudgement thou wilt, Me thinks thou 
{aielt ; 

Thou fooliſh man , put away thy folly, 

drawe neere ynto me, and I will draw 
| neere vnto thee. 

© good Lord, bleſſed be thy name. v 

the 
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the name of Ieſus Chritt I will drawe neere 
ynto thee: I will henceforth be alwaies ye- 
rie mindefull that I am before thy face : no- 
thing in the world, no not any companie, 
ſhall pur me our of that thought, Beeing in 

companie, ſo often as I perceiue my minde 

to turne it ſelfe from waiting ypon thee, I 
will preſently breake out into theſe words; 

Fie ypon me ! what aforgetfull faole am I? 

Good Lord forgiue me, and corre mee, 

Then if any aske the reaſon, why I ſpake 

thoſe words, I will very plainly cell it. Moſt 

oracious Lord, giueme grace thus to doe, 

and bleſle me in ſo doing, through Ieſus 
Chriſt thine onely Sonne,my Lord and Sa- 

uiour, Amen, 

The ſtaires ro my;chamber are the com- 
ming vp vnto three other chambers, So oft 
as I heard the noiſe of any bodies feer com- 
ming vp the ſtaires, I was very fearefull that 
ſome or other were comming vnto me, and 
as glad if T heard them goe by the doore to 
any of the other chambers, How men may 
iudge of this, I know not; but my conſci- 
ence doth aſſuredly certifie mee how the 
Lord God iudgeth of it. 

That forenoon ſore company came to me, 


& aid long: wherefore though Iin ſome 
H 3 ſort. 
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ſort looked to my ſoule, yet could 1 nota. 
uoide bodily hurt : for Thauing, to caſe my 
paine, taken much drinke before the com- 
panie came , being forced painfully to hold 
my water,when they were gone,there came 
ſuch things from out of iy body, as if ma» 
ny skinnes within were pilled off, Where- 
fore 1 fully perſwaded my ſelfe, that I was 
poſſeſſed with a windie fretting inflamma- 
tion, which of neceſſitie muſt very ſhortly 
kill-me ; and that,as /chought moſt likely, 
by the periſhing of my bladder, Un the af- 

rercoone / praied thus; 
Moſt blefled Lord, very true it is, that 
the doore of heauen is in compariſon much 
lefle then the cic of a needle, An entrance 
thereis: but moſt hardly to be gotten, The 
beginning of an vnfained god)y life, is the 
hardeſt workeinall che world. Then what 
meanerh Chriſt in ſaying that his yoake js 
eaſie, and his burden light? His meaning 
15, that true repenrance, and right faith,do 
eaſe, and lighten a loaden conſcience, 
"There jsno remedy but finne muſt needes 
: be pur oft; elſe there is no ſaluarion,'n0 
heaven to be had,” Woe is me ! How can 4 
black-moore put off his blacknefſe ?-1t is 
ynpoſhble, Yea; but thy Sonne hath told, 
ys 
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vs, that all things are poſſible with thee. 
Trueit is, O Lord, I beleeue it. Burtthe 
queltion is, what thou wilt doe? Therefore 
with the poor leper ſay vnto thee,O Lord, 
if chou wilt, thou cant make me cleane, The 
Spiritanſwereth me ſaying;To day if thou 
wilc heare his yoice,harden not thy hearr. 

I muſt ftiriue to voharden mine heart in 
obeying thy word, which word thou haſt 
graciouſly made knowne vato' mee, torhe 
end that 7 ſhould obey it" iti purting off my 
fnne. Butif knowing thy will 7continue 
diſobedicnt to thee', O what a moft dread- 
full meaſure of encrlaſting vengeance ſhall 
ſpecdily fall vpon me! O'Lord, none can 
ynharden mine heart, bur onely thou; Then 

how can /vabarden ir? /fthou cuer.vnhar- 
den it : thou wilt.make mee to vnharden it; 
for thou workeſt the will, and the deede! 
in them that ſhall bee \ſaued. They muſt 
will, and doe that which is pleaſing vnto 
thee, Thepower to will, and doe it, they 
muſt haue from thee. Therefore thy ſeruant 
Paul aduiſeth ys to work out our faluation 
with feare, and trembling; that is, awfully, 
and carefully to vic the meanes which thou 
haſt appoinred,.that ſo thy grace may work 
in ys obedience vnto thy will, which1s the 
1 H 4 ONeC= 
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only way of ſaluation. Good Lord, inthy 
Sonnes name I will ftriue to vie the meanes 
which thou haſt appointed for the brea. 
king of mine hee be Blefled bee thy 
name: I thinke no man,or woman in all the 
world can haue more warning todeny him. 
ſelfe, and haſten repentance then 1 have, 
To thy mercje and good pleaſure I wholly 
berake my ſelfe,thorough Ieſus Chriſt, A- 
EST... 28 | 
Wedneſday morning I was yerytormen- 
tingly pained in the water paſſage, and 
therefore prayed thusz _ | 
:4Q bleſſed Lord God, this foule diſcaſe 


rormenteth me verie ſore: O that it may be 


pleaſing vnto thy moſt glorious goodnes, 
evenin ſuch meaſure to caſe me of this dil- 
eaſe, as by thy grace I will from this time 
forward eng my ſelfe, and giue glory v0- 

rothy truth! | 
Me thinkes thou ſayeſt , Goe tp then. 
See that thou conſcionably deny thy ſelte, 
putting thy whole truſt in me, And for yy 
comfort, thou ſhalt be ſure to finde theſe 
my words true; Iam mercifull. My mercie 
1s vpon theni that feare me. | 

Moſt gracious Lord, bleſſed be thy name. 

I beleeue thy words. And nowe duvroug 
the 


# loader conſcience. 7 
the grace of Teſus Chriſt, I will Readfaftly 
ſet my ſelfe to deny my ſelfe, O Lord, be 
mercifull vnto mee, that I may thoroughly 
doe it, And then thy will be done, Amem. 

| About an houre after I had ſo praied yn- 
to God, my paine of the ſpleene came vpon 
mee, in ſuch ſort that mine cies were much 
dazled, mine heart deadly vyexed, my limms 
faintly wearicd. Becing in this ſtate, I prai- 
ed thus; 

O good Lord, what ſhall Idoe? This 
my deathfull body cannot poſſibly hold 
out, nor be ſ{eruiceable yaro thee in any 
good meaſure, according to my calling, O 
my good Lord, what ſhall I doe? I have no 
warrant to expect any extraordinary relee- 
ying of my body, And this deadlines put- 
teth my poore ſoule out of comfort, Mee 
thinkes thou ſaieſt; | 

Let thy ſoule be Qeadfaſtly, & vprightly 
bear rg Fan mee, for ſo it ſhall receiue 
comforrt from mee. Touching thy bodie, 
doe me what ſeruice thou canſt,and betake 
ic ynto mee to diſpoſe therof,as I ſee good. 
By greiuing atthy diſcaſednes, thou mak- 
eſt it to be worſe. Therfore be oaly zealous 
againg thy ſinnes,the cauſc of all thy miſe- 


rice, Buttake heart of grace, and Go 
= 
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thy weake fpiric hach aſſured confidenceof 
my mercy towards thee, 

O my good Lord , moſt wonderfull in 
mercy, and Almightic in power, with ll 
humble thankefulnes I receiue theſe words 
fromthee. My ſoule is certenly perſwaded 
that thy purpofe towards mee is according 
rothoſe words, Bleſſed Lord , it greiveth 
methatThane ſo long diſpleaſed , & diſho. 
nouredrhee, and now am quite diſabled, 
that1candoerthce no ſervice ; becauſe my 
body is full of death, - Yet according to 
thy commaundement , I will thorough thy 
grace wholly bend my fpirit to ſerve thee, 
Ang what ſeruice my dying body can per- 
forme, I will put it vnts,betaking my ſelfe 
every way to thy good pleaſure, and moſt 
holy will. Amen. G 

That day in the afternoone I was tor- 
mented, yer, let me ſay the cruth , ina man- 
ner ,as it were vnderhand , ſuccoured and 
ſuſtained. My back was 2bour, 2nd below 
the Kidnjes very ſore: which made mee 
fearefull of a fir of the ſtone; which from 
the laſt Nouember I had not, 

It came many times into my mind;to 2d- 
moniſh a!l ſorts of people,to leaue the moſt 
common taking of Gods name in yaine,' in 

| _ pra- 


— 
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prating,and ſwearing,and curſing, O ifany 
that is giuen vnto that hortible finne, knew 
how deere and precious yſe Iam driven to 
make of Gods name, when in helliſh tor- 
ment, ſpecially at, and after the making of 
water; Ihavenone other helpe in all the 
world, bur to crie out ſaying, O Lord, 0 
God,o Ielu Chriſt, 8c, 


Whoſoeuer you are that ſhallread, or 
heare this, ſtay alittle while I pray you.Be- 


think your ſeife well, whether the time will 
not come,you know not how ſoon, where- 
in you ſhall be forced ro call vpon God for 


preſent help ? yea, you ought to call ypon-- 


him euery day, euery houte : for your lite, 
and all that you haue, or hope to haue, is at 
his mercie. In the turning of a hand hee 
cantake all that is good from you, & rurne 
you away into all manner of miſery, Then 
ifit ſtand ypon his pleaſure , what ſhall be- 
come of you,and ſpecially when you are in 
aduerſity,or anguiſh, whether you ſhail be 
relecued yea, or no? follow my counſel], 
keep his name in tore, and by: no meanes 
endure to write, or ſpeake it inany idle 
faſhion,much leflein ſwearing, & tearing, 
2nd curſing, like a limme of the deuil, Whar 


man is ſo madde, thar hauing a moſt preri- 
| OUS 
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ous reſtoratiue,able to cure him of any dif. 
caſe, will hurle it into the duſt, fling it g. 
gainſt the walls, or tread it vnder his feete? 
No:, you would lay it moſt charily, asa 
moſt ipeciall rreaſure, whereby you may in 
time of need help your ſclte,or your freind, 
O thencenfider, thar of all reſtoratiues, the 
name of God paſles, and excells. For itis 
aſoveraigneremedy agaznſt all evils, both 
of {oule, and body, Therefore the Palme 
ſaith,Pial.124.8. Our helpeis in the name 
oft the Lord, who made heauen and earth, 

In few words,take this for certen;If you 
meane trohauc helpe in the name of God, 
vie itlike a moſt pretious reſtoratiue. Make 
not an idle word of it, take jtnot in yaine, 
leaſt when you have neede to call vpon it; 
you call in yaine,decauſe the Lord remem- 
bers that you made a yaioe idle word of his 
name. L's 

Thateuening, I did but walke a little in 
my chamber, & it made my water bloody: 
what a miſerable ſtate am lin? 

Thurſday morning, a matter that I read 
gave me occaſion,to:conſider of an offence 
which many in Derbie lately tooke, by the 
leauingout of the Crafle at the baptifing of 


2 child, True it is,that I neuecr left out that 
figne, 


figne, nor euer will leaue ir, vntill the 
Church giue warrant: Yet this I muſt needs 
confeſle, 

A many people thinke that baptiſme is 
not perfeCt without the ſigne of the Croſle, 
Yeamore, They thinke thatthere is ſome 
holy vertuein it, | 

 Theiudgement of God is a great deepe, 
But the commanding will of God, is in his 


word very plaine, Hee would not haue 


poore people to beleeue that holinefle is 
there ro be had, where it is not, 


They which firſt deviſed any ceremony _. 


without ground of Gods word , how good 
ſocuer their intent was, little knew what 
inconuenience would in proceſle of time 
grow thereupon. 

Did you neuer ſee a houſe ſo fulof ſmoke 
that a man might ſooner haue been ſtifled, 
and blinded, then well warmed? That is 
typhos ſuperſtition, that is the religon of 
many rude people. 

If any fay, itis to be required that ſuch 
people haue good inftrution;I ſay againe, 
what inſtrution are they like ro haue, 
whoſe guides are cither ynable ro inſtruct 


| themſelnes, or ſuffered to be otherwiſe im- 


ploicd. 
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I once heard' Biſhop Barlowe ſaie that 
touching higher places, which is too, too 
Fen , and extendeth , in my fimple ob. 
eruation, farre further then hee intended 
it, His ſpeech in effe&t was thus ; 

The time was , that fit men were ſought 
for : Bur now there js not ſuch neede; be 
cauſe many proffer themſeiucs, _ | 

How itis in the higher region, I know 
not, But in the. lower, it 1s commonly thus, 
And ſo Jong as it is thus , a foole may pro. 
phecie that ſound holinefle is not likely to 
thriue. 501 

In the afternoon my ſtrangurie was very 
Keene, my right foote burned with a pain- 
full hear : yer, ſee the goodnes of God,iill 
a way is made that] may endure it; euen 
when Iam readie to crie out, becauſe of 
deadlierorment.I am fully perſwaded,tha 
had not this diſeaſe come ypon me,yea and 
prevailed more and more, euecn tothe put- 
ting of me quite out of all hope of recouc- 
ry,1 ſhould never haue beene diuorced and 
ſeparated from rheloue of this worid,Not- 
withſtanding all that is yet done, fin clea- 
veth ynto my ſoulelike birdlime. I haue 3 
world of trouble within my ſelfe, ro maſter 
the olde ſetled rebellious rhoughts 1 my 

cart, 


a loaden conſcience, -,- 2a 
heart, WH are ſo turdiz,and ſo deuilliſh, 
P 


ecially one, my moſt naturall ſinne , thar 
were it notfor the verie grace of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt , I ſhould bee quite eut of all 
hope of ſubduing them, Let me come inta 
company, and there is ſuch an vprore in 
mine heart, that whatſocuer I can doe,is al 
too little to keep it from breaking out into 
open rebellion againſt God. Whoſoeuer 
becing an old finner, doth put himſelfe in- 


tothe continuall conſcionable practiſe of 


repentance, he ſhall plainely perceiue the 
ſinnes of his heart,to be I:ke vnto a compa» 
py of deſperate rebels beſieged in a caſlle, 
yceld they will not, ynrill chey be famiſhed 
out. They haue ſuccour from the remem- 
brance, and from corrupted imagination, 
from the outward ſences,ſpecially the eies, 
and the eares: and who can ſay how full ot 
temptations the world is, cemprations fit- 

ted ro worke vpon the ſight, and the hea. 
ring. It is well worth obſeruarion,tor any 
man that knoweth white from blacke,, and 
ſinne from grace, to marke when he comes 
in companie with any, how foone the ſeuce. 
rall wicked corruptions, which are bothin 
him,and in the other, wil conſpire together 
to betray them both, & to make them finne 
againſt 
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againſt God,ar leaſt in adeale of idle talks; 
I cannot call to minde that euer I wasin. 
company with any , and drawne into afa. 
miliar communication, but that I was alſo 
drawne irito finne, Yea, bur ſome will fay, 
idle ralke js a yeniall finne ( wherein they 
may plcade S. Gregorics anthoritie in his 
dialogues,(ib.4.cap.39. and ſo make a pur. 
gatorie matter of it)and therefore ſhallne. 
uer be called into queſtion, O how aptare 
we to deceiue our {clues ! Doth not our 
Lord Ieſus very plainely ſay theſe wordy 
Matth.t 2.36. But I ſay vnto you, that entry 
sale word that men ſhall ſpeake , they ſhall gim 


ar account thereof in the day of indgement : 37, 


For by thy words thou ſhalt be inſtified, and by 
thy words thou ſhalt be condemnd, 
 Ifinthe day of iudgement we ſhall bee 
tried, whether we be fit to be ſaued or con+ 
demned euenby our words, and if cuery i- 
dle world ſhal then be brought in gue 


it behooucth thera that would'be ſaued, to 
' make more conſcience of their talke , then 
the prating praftiſe of this worid affoar- 
deth, | 
Certainly old Nicholas Donuſe ſaid veiy 
truely, 


Of much ſpeaking, come many enills wy 
4 


a loaden conſcience. _ By 
ally three, the loſſe of conſideration, the dulling 
of denotion, and the mwltiplying of ſue, | 
| Thauetime, and timeperceiued thetruth 
of Denuſes words in mince owneſelfe, Yea, 
even in preaching when T haue beene more 
word-full then needs, ( which ſuch ſhallow 
preachers as Tam be driven to, for lacke of 
matter, the more pitty, that people ſhould 


— 


come vpon me, | 
Ie may be asked, what counſell I would 

out of my poore experience giue' vnto 

weake minifters ? Vpon!' my conſcience in 


miniſters , which are not capable of thar 

/ B Knowledge which a miniſter of the Goſpel 
neceſſarily ſhould have, 

| The pariſh where ſuch a-oneis,” ſhould 

, B wholly ioyne rogether, houſholders, men- 


feruants, women- ſernants,and all thathaue 


any thing in the world to giue, for the 
8 2llowing of him ſo much yearely mainte- 
| | nancetoleaue the Minifterie, as be hath by 
F continuing init; yea and for the aſſuring 
of it ytto him for the tearme of his life. This 

is much : but the ſaluation of any one ſoule 

in the parriſh, is much more. And where 

an ynable miniſter is,certenly many #foule 

| * s 


be fed with winde ) thoſe three euills have 


the Gghr of God this I ſay ; Some goe for 
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is ingreat'danger. If ſome ſhould in loue of 
their ſaluation,pur themſelucs co this char- 
ges, be that hath title to givethe benefice, 
may'put in ſuch an other: for itis too well 
known that many Patrons ( ſo they are cal- 
led that giue benefices)are very corrupr,and 
haueno'feeling of conſcience in that bufi- 
nefle. O that they knew what a huge mex- 
ſure. of Gods vengeance they pull ypon 
them(ſclues, and vpon their houſe?Sir,whos 
ſoeuer you are, know this for a certain, the 
Senne.of God hath a /V;/; prizes againſt'yoy, 
to be tried at the. great aſſizes of the world, 
Theniſhall come foorth, many poore ſoules 
caſt away by meanes of your. corruption, 
and they-ſhall crie our ypon you before the 
face of God, Angels, and men, ſaying, 
Lord, this is he that hath canſed our damna« 
tion;for he put ypon ys a man to be our mi- 
niſter that had not the grace of miniſtration 
in him, 154% | 
I vndertake vpon mine vttermoſt peril 
that if faithfull inquirie be made, diuerſe 
ſuchcorruptions ſhall be found in Detbie- 
ſhier ; yeagentlemen ſharing with the mi- 
niſter inthings dedicated ynto the Goſpels 
maintenance, O baſe! more baſe, and vile 


then to robbe by the high way fide, 


Thoſe 


a laaden conſcience, ©2127 

Thoſe Miniſters which- are capable of 
competent knowledge, bu: yet haue it.not, 
I would humbly intreat,, that aboueall o- 
thec buſineſſe whatfocuer, they will give. 


themſelues in the feare of God, moſt hun- 
gerly and thirſtily ro ſtudie for ir,. Though 
I eatred not into the miniſterie vantill che 
third yeare after I was batchclour. of arc, 
which I confefſe was too too foone, and 
though rhat learned Colledge,ſo I dare ſay, 
Emanxel in Cambridge, did in ſuch fauoura- 
ble manner approouec mee; that my grace to 


commence Maſter of Arts was paſſed in 
the houſe before I knewe it, or thought 


of it, but I never went to commence; yet 
was I glad, God knowes, to toile my ſelfe 
night and dayz clſe that loweſt degree of 
ſufficiencie, which by Gods mercie I haue, 
I ſhould 'neuer bave had. I hauec been for- 
cedtorenew my knowledge of logicke,the 
Art of ynderſtanding agaioe , and againe, 
and yet amfarre ſhort of perteQion, Hee 
that is ignorant of this Art, I cannot. de- 
uiſe how hee may bee an ynderſtanding 
Miniſter, In the Latine tongue I was not 
verie perfe& , yer ſome-what readie. But 


to ger a little (macke, inthar learned lan. 


guage the Greeke , mine eyes hauc fore- 
I 2 gone 
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gonettiuch fleepe , and been made to (marr 
very ofcen, Itito the language of Chanaan, 
the Hebrew, I haue ſo little fight as may be; 
yet it'coft mee ſome labour , and expenge 
withall. By theſe paines I haue obrained, 
_ God breing mercifull ynto me, this profit; 
I can make a ſhift toynderſtand many lear- 
ned Authors that hate written books eric 
helpefull for bim which Rudieth Diuinitie, 
Thus Iam only able ro abide the Churches 
rriall, and to paſſe for a ſufferable migiſter; 
if fanQlification be'not wanting, "If any yn- 
. able miniſter, being capable of knowledge, 
did but perceive firſt his owne want', and 
then the comfort which my foule takes in 
_ this loweſt degree of abilitic , which tho- 
rough Gods great tnercie T have attained 
ynto, lite would-enforce himfelfe night 
and day;ro ger knowledge, & fo'be quick- 
ly gone beyond me, T would withall mine 
ticartthat I beeing no leſſe able then I am, 
as ſufferably Ican'notbee , were in abilitic 
miniſteriall thevery loweſt of alFthe mini- 
ſters in this Land, Tr grieves mee to confi- 
der, that ſome'are rior onely ynable, which 
they ſhall find to bemiſeric too much , but 
alſo, which is much more miſerable, conf: 
dently perſwaded of their ſufficiencie. 
] kept. 
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I kept my ſelfe in ſome ſmall meaſure of 
good order all that weeke, much, what by 
ſhunning vnneceClarie companie, _ 

But my terrible diſeaſe increaſed vpon 
me , and {o tormented. me, that the foure- 
tceenth of Augs/?, becing Sabbath, by drin- 
king wuch new ale to caſc my paine, I al- 
moſt ouerchrewe my ſelfe, and was ſore a- 
fraid leaſt I ſhould haye failed in my mini- 
ſtration, Yet , ſeethee admigable goodnes 
of God! Ipreachedin the forenoone ; and. 
in the afrernoone went licke, and ſpowning 
ripe into the pulpit, ſo that IVberooke my 
ſelfe ra the pleaſure of Godby way ef pre- 
paration for ſome diſmall ſucceſle; yea,be- 
fore I ſpake any word, Ilecretly ſaid thus 
ynto my Lord, _ ras eh 

Bleſled Lord God, make way for thine 
owne good pleaſure, and glerie, and doe 
what thou wilt vato mee; ſpare mee not : 
Yer, I ſay againe, ſee the moſt wonderfull 
goodnefle of God ! there were digerſe of 
200d iudgement, yca and a Preacher,who, 
I verily beleeue, will ſay, they never heard 
mee preach mare effeQully , nor with a 
more conſtant yoice ; I muſt, and by Gods 
grace will, knowing mine owne exceeding 


weakenefſe, acknowledge it to be a graci- 
; 13 ous 


126 The onburthening of 
ons fauour of God, */ A | 
1n'the morning T becing ſo ſorepained, 

that I could nor endure either to readethat 
which T had prepared te preach, of to 
thinke ypon it, did deuoutly promiſe voto 
the Tord,tnat iv zeale of his glory,l would 
not faile to put my ſelfe voto open ſhame, 
for every fiohe which theuceforth I ſhould 
openly commit in word or deede, Yea, 
ſaidthus much yntohim, 

That. opet finne which I ſhall 'wirripgly 
- Tetpaſſe, without open confeſhon, do 
- * * thou never forgine, | 
"" Tdoehumbly craue aide of euery Chri- 
Righ which ſhall read, or beare this, As my 
diſeaſe ib very rormenting., ſo my late is 
too, toe vncomfortable, Eccle{.4.10, Wot 
to him that & alone, when hefalleth ; for hee 
bath "not another to helpe bim up, © 

- I muſt fir, and 7; te my gfiefe with 6. 
lence. Forro whom ſhall I complaine? Or 
whar ſhall I caſe my ſelfe by complaining? 
The prouerbe is nor more olde then true; 
Every man is for himſclfe , and God for 
all.” Tf the latter part held nor very true, 1 
were woe begone : for the firſt is roo trve. 
But What aide doe crauc of theReader, 
or heater? I beſcech you that even for the 


loue 


a loaden conference. 131 


loue of Chrift, and Chriftianitie, you will 
very earneſtly intreat our Lord God to bee 
mercifull. vnto me, and if it may poſſibl 
tand with his holy will, to grant mee als 
of this irkeſome torment. Amen. Amen. 

That Sabbath day at night, I having 
ſomewhat more conſcionably kept thar 
SOON day then euer before, praiſed God 
nus; 

O moſt mercifull Father, with all mine 
heart Thumbly thanke thee for this yerie 
lictle entracne into the way-of ſaluation. 
Good Lord, my ſoule. is yet wretchedly 
rangled in finne. Free-me for thy mercies 
{2xke, and humble mee to the very vtrer- 
moſt that may be, thorough Ieſus Chriſt 
thine only Sonne, my Lord and Samour, A- 
men. Amen. | 

Then alſo I beganne to (ing mine eue- 
ning Pſalme; which is nor, in double mee. 
ter, as that vnto whoſe tune I have ſet it; 
becauſe I neither bad leaſure, nor minde to 


be {o curious. 


« Mine euening Pſalme tothe tune of 


eAll people that on earth doe awel, 


OFREF EEE 


God Thee! art moſt wonderfull, the 


—_ EEE 


LS 0 ne ro — yet ex pode) res mer= 


cie muſt confeſle. 


Nodes muſi I, for lam moſt bound, 
therefore O Lord, I thee intreat, 
For to prepare mine heart and tongue, 

thy mercies duely to repeat. 


So ſoone as Iin1o this world 

by birth was borne, thou cauſed mee 
To be baptized in thy Name 

In figne of my delivery. 


Deliueric 
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| Deliuerie from Sathans thrall, 


Fr Tray 


and from the houſe of bondage hell, 
That with thee, and with thy Chriſt, 
in cucrlaſting blifſe might dwell, 


And when ] was of ageto learne, 
thou didſt acquaint me withthy grace, 
Moouing mine heart to turne from finne, 
and thy ſaluation to embrace. 


But I moſt fooliſhly did loue 

this world,and gaue my ſclfe to finne, 
Deferring time from day to day, 

and to repent would not beginne. 


- 


Yet notwithſtanding all my ſine, 
and manifold iniquitie, 
Yea ſuch moſt hainous wickednes 

as alwaies did for vengeance crie. 


So great thy mercie wastome, _ 
2 thou wouldſt not my ſoule forſake, 
But patiently didſt yſe all meanes, 
eo ſaue me from the burning lake. 


And now at laſt with much adoe, 
a lirccle I am turn'd from finne ; 

A little, very ſmall itis, 

- Tdoexepentance but beginne, 


Yer 
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The unburthenvig of 
Yet Lord my ſoule doth truſt,that thou' 
wilt (mall beginning nor deſpiſe, 
But graor megrace turning to thee. 
by {mall degrees for to ariſe, 


So be it O'moſt gracious God, 
\ be ir:evei) fo for Chriſt his ſake, 
I doe belecue;therefore'T (peake, 
thy childe;T'truſt,th6u wilt me make. 


O Father, Sonnezand holy Ghoft, 
thou onely God;and Lord of all, 
Thy n2me be bleſſed evermore 
of allthycreatures-preat and ſmall. 


Amen, Amen,Amen fayT, 
Gods name for euer bleſſed be: 
O heauen;6'earth,d creatures all, - 
lay ye Amen, Amen with me. 


_ I'moſt beartily defire,that euery.one thi: 
hath not more experience in deuotion then 
I,will take this my counſell, . 
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» Acciſtome your ſelfe to pray, & to ſing 


oftentimes yato God; let your prayer and 
tovg, be ſuch matters as'is fattiog for one 1n 


your ſtate to ſpeakevnto/God,, whether it 


be confefſion.of finne 5, begging of pardon, 


and cleanſement from finne , or thanksgi- 


uing, 


a loaden conſcience, 


ving, &c, And that which you ſpeake vnto 
the Lord by way of praying, or finging,let 
it not onely be word of mouth , but lift vp 
therhought of your heart , and thinke euc- 


ry word direCtly vnto God , as you would 
do, if you did ſce his glorious maiefty with 


your bodily eyes. Be we!l aflured,and ſted- 
taftly minded that he lookes full vpon you, 
and marketh all your behaviour;yea and a- 
boue all things,taketh\mo? heedful infighe 
_ of your thought, and affetion: for longer 
then you feadfaſtly thinke vpon him, your 


words in prayer pleaſe him nor, and vnleſſe 
your defire be very earneſt, he willnot re= 


gard your petition, Thereforeenforce your 
mind to thinke very intendingly vpo Goc, 
and labour to have an hungry and thirſtie 
defire of that which you pray for. Youſee 
that I haue often ſer downe the word, A- 
men;yea,and ſomerime doubled it:My rea- 
ſonis, becauſe I would be very earnelt, and 
effenally fervent in my defire, Our Saui- 
our ſhewerth vs, how earneſt and importu- 
nate we ſhould bein praying vnto God: I 
pray you conſider his words, 


'Luk.11.5.--Which of you hawing a friend, 
and ſhall go unto him at midnight and ſay 


unto him, Friend,lend me three loaues: ; 
6, For 
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: 6. For afriend of mine jn his i0urney ui come 
vnte me, I haue nothing to ſet before him, 

7. And hefrom within ſhall anſwer , and ſay, 

Trouble mee not, the doore is now ſhut, and 
my children are with mein m bed : [caumet 
riſe and giue thee. 

8,1 ſay vuts you, though he will not riſe , and 
vine bim , becauſe he us buc friend ; yet be- 
carſe of his importunitie hee will riſe, and 
gine him ſo many loaues as he needcth, 
Our Lords meaning is, that as maby a 

manin his neceſſitie will haue no deniall, 
but is ſo importunatly earneſt,that the par» 
tie to whom he maketh ſuir , hath no other 
way to be quiet, but onely by granting his 
requeſt ; ſo ought we to behaue our ſelues 
in prayerto God, moſt vehemently crying 
vntohim for mercie, and ,cuer and anone 
| praying agzine and a9aine/ , as Chriſt him- 
| ſelfedidin the garden, not ceafing vntil he 
doe, as certainly be wil, ſhew himſelfe yery 
mercifullynto ys. 
If we ought to pray ſo earneſtly, and ſo 
ofren,wois my heart for many apoor ſoule, 
that ſeldome or never prayetb,bur when he 
Islaid downe jn his bed : and then ſaich his 
Paternoſter and Creed, between {leeping & 
waking;making none other reckoning _ 
this 


- + 


this, that the very bare ſaying of thoſe 
things, ſerues the turne, Surely it is Pope= 
ry that hath brought the world to this 
ſenceles ſtate, by teaching folke to pray in 
an ynknowne tongue, and to {ay praters by 
ſer number and cale, as folke buy and ſell 
apples and peares, 2 

WhenlT was a child, Inow and then lay 
with ſome elder body, who beeing in bed, 
would beginneto fay the Lords prayer, & 
by and by ſlumber , then awake and begin 
againe,and preſently fall aſleepe againe. If 
this be true,as Itakethe Lord God to wit- 
nes chat very true it is, what dothit ſhew? . 
Surely this,thatthe'common {ort of people 
runne ſnuggling all day after their worldly 
bufines,and then at night kennel! yp them- 
ſelues like ſo many bruit beaſts,little or ne- 
yer a whit minding that whichthey ſhould - 
principally intend, their converſion from 
finne, and their reaſonable vnderſtanding, 
ſeruing of God,in all that they thinke, ſay, 
er doe. 

Whoſoeuer is in this ſlumbring ſtate , I 
beſeech you that for Gods {ake,you will a- 
waken your ſoule, and doe as the Lord Te- 
ſus willeth you:Matth.6.3 3.Seeke ye firſt the 
kingdeme of God , andhis righteonſneſſe , ani 


then 
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then all other neceſſaries ſhall bre added wits 
you, 

The things of this world , are like vnto 
the vantage which many times is given jt- 
co a bargaine. Therfore let your cheife care 
be, te make ſure your ſaluation, and then 
your good heaucnly Father will not ſuffer 
you tolack any thing that is good for you, 
O Ipray you belccuc it, and build vponity 
for he hath giuen his word and- promiſe: 
Heare him what he faith, Heb.13.5.--1wil 
not leaue thee nor forſake thee. 

Accuſtome your ſelues , as I ſaid before, 

| to pray often and carneſily vnto God, and 
by the grace of Ieſus Chriſt, you ſhall finde 
that he will moſt graciouſly and kindly ac- 
quaint himſelfe with your foule, O then, 
you will remember theſe my words; & ay, 
Now Gods bleſfing light ypon that ſame 
poor miniſter, which. gaue me this counſel: 
I would not that 1 had miſſed ir for all that 
this whole world is worth : yea, you will 
moſt heartily praiſe the Lord God , that it 
pleaſed him, by ſo ſimple a man as I am, to 
{letyouinto theway of vnutterable bleſſed» 
nefle, 
By no meanes ſuffer your private praiers 
. tobe heard of others ; for then it is a hun» 


dred 
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a loaden conſcience, "w38 A 
dred to one, that the deuill , andthe priuie”* 
pride of your owne heart, will marreall,” 3 
) | 2nd make your deudtions loathſomein the + 
fight of God, If you be an houſe-keeper, _ 
and have a wife, orany child, or ſeruant, yſe' 
to pray together with them daily,vnles you. 
meane to make them heathen peopie, ſuch 
| as have none acquaintance with God, This 
matter is ſo far out of requeſt, that many 
will laugh them to icorne which pray with 
their houſhold:whereby a man of any vn- 
derſtanding, may cenfider into what a 
wretched ſtate the world is come. 
Now Chriſtian ſoule whofocuer you are,--- 
| the grace & mercy of God be with you for 
euer. Thus much I amexceedingly defirous 
to have printed before I die. If God vouch- * 
ſafe to giueany increaſe of life and grace, + »Þþ 
you may be ſure, that I will doe what I can 
ro acquaint you with it. The will of God be 
done, and blefleed bee bis Name for euer- 


: 


more, Amen, p-7 
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